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Cover photo:  Here’s a whole bunch of muddy wagons at the Whangamomo-
na Hotel on Andy’s recent away-trip. 

You’ll be pleased to know that I have had no computer problems to plague 
the production of this  issue of the Chronicle - touch wood!  I’ve just returned 
from looking at the fireworks display from the Petone Esplanade - not as 
busy as usual but with a wind strong enough to blow small children away I’m 
not surprised.  Still busy, though. 
 
Been a busy six weeks 4WDing for me - been away on two recee’s to the 
Central Plateau for the Labour Weekend trip, assisted with the NZ4WD mag-
azine readers trip, off to Raetihi for the Labour Weekend trip with the Gey-
serland 4WD Club as well as Ron’s Guy Fawkes trip last weekend - so defi-
nitely making up for the times when I haven’t got out too often during the 
year. 
 
Alan... 

 

Editorial Ramblings 

Contact Kerry or Debbie at: 
102A Hillcrest Rd, Raumati Beach 

Phone: 04 905-0980; Fax: 04 905-0981; Mobile: 021 441-816 
e-mail: kjduncan@cedar.co.nz 
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President's Piece - November 2002 
 

Hi All, welcome to the November issue of CCVC's monthly newsletter.  Firstly, some glow-

ing praise for the tireless workers out there who have recently put in so much effort to 

make four wheel driving happen for all the rest of us: 

 

* To Valley 4wd Club and their King Toyota Deadwood Safari - congratulations for such a 

successful event. All the hard work and the very professional and business-like planning 

obviously paid off, so that all the helpers on the day could contribute to such a great suc-

cess. 

* To Roger and all the helpers on the Waterloo School Fundraiser - well done all of you, 

despite the adverse weather. All those shiny trucks managed to get through, just, and 

most of the visitors would have gone home tired but happy! 

* To the team that helped out at Foxton, preparing and planting the strainer posts then 

the quick rubbish clean-up - a tremendous job well done - it's hard to believe that despite 

the small numbers you managed to achieve so much. 

* To all our trip organisers and trip leaders - there are lots of trip being organised and run 

and it takes quite a lot of effort by all concerned. Thank you all. 

 

Other 4wd drive activities coming include the adults and kids Christmas parties, the South 

Coast clean-up, lots of trips and of course the annual Christmas to New Year daily trips. 

No camp this year, but still lots of trips being planned. Your ideas do make a difference, so 

keep the ideas rolling in at the trip planning "workshop" we're running each club night now. 

Another event of significance is the closing of the old Orange Hut, now that the new hut is 

well established. The closing ceremony is planned for 17 November and we'll be looking for 

some volunteers to help with demolition - see the trip info sheet. 

 

The month has not passed without controversy - how welcome all these issues are, so that 

we can deal with things that aren't quite right. With each of these issues comes the op-

portunity to make improvements - in the immortal words of Alan Martin, "It's the putting 

right that counts". So please don't be shy - do raise those issues so that we can deal with 

them. 
 

Issues this month centred around fundraising for ARAC and for Odlin's Road track 

maintenance. Thanks to the input from the members who came to the committee meeting 

we've worked out what was wrong and we're much of the way towards rectifying the situa-

tion. More details at club night and in the December newsletter. 

 

The Johnson's Road matter is to be heard by the Environment Court early in December. 

All 4wd organisations have been asked to donate some funds towards this and we're no 

exception - the committee agreed to donate $2,000 out of the track maintenance fund 

and the money that is being raised from fundraising. A loan was also requested and we're 

seeking the appropriate protection before going ahead with that. 

 

Here's to lots of off-roading. 

.. 

Grant Purdie, Club President 

5 November 2002 



Cross Country Chronicle 

In accordance with club policy, the following equipment is required on all 
Club trips: 
 
 Front and rear tow hooks 
 Shovel 
 Fire extinguisher 
 First-aid kit 
 Basic tool kit 
 Tow rope 
 Roll bar for all open / soft top vehicles 
 
If these items are not present in your vehicle at the beginning of a trip, the 
trip leader has the authority to exclude you from the trip. 

Trip Categories 
The Committee decided in May 2002 that the trip category definitions will be 
enforced, for safety reasons. The Committee also decided that any 
additional requirements for each trip as detailed on the Trip Information 
Sheet for the trip will be enforced.  The Trip Leader is able to waive a partic-
ular requirement for a trip, if the circumstances of the trip permit. This will be 
shown in the details on the Trip Information Sheet.  The Committee requires 
Trip Leaders to turn away vehicles or drivers that do not comply. 
 
The updated trip category definitions are included towards the end of the 
Chronicle, with the trip information sheets and database listing. 

FOR SALE 
 

Suzuki LT80 Quad Bike 
 

Electric start, front & rear suspension. Complete set 

of (new) spare front & rear guards, spare wheel with 

new tyre, spare unused air cleaner. Goes extremely 

well and all in excellent condition. 

 
$2,900.00 

 
Contact Peter:  04 298 6215 or 027 4434 184 

 

Equipment Required 
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1. The trip leader is always in charge. Please recognise their authority 
follow their instructions and give him / her the respect they deserve 

2. No dogs or firearms 
3. Guests on a Club outing are the responsibility of the Club member 

who invited them 
4. No drinking and driving 
5. Keep the vehicle immediately behind in sight. This is particularly 

important when you come to a turnoff. There is no excuse for vehi-
cles taking the wrong track because of the driver in front not obeying 
this rule 

6. Keep your position in the convoy  i.e.  no passing 
7. Watch vehicle spacing on public roads to ensure that public vehicles 
 can pass in safety 
8. Make sure the vehicle in front has cleared an obstacle before you 
 attempt it 
9. If you must leave the convoy, inform someone 
10. Respect the environment 
11. Expect to provide a write-up and / or photos for the Club newsletter 
 from time to time if you participate in Club trips. 

Trip / Convoy Rules 

Find us at 63-65 Waione St, Petone 
Tel: 04 568 9218  Email Tom@dtw.co.nz 

For comprehensive performance and maintenance 
Products including 

are proud to be associated with the 
 

Wellington Cross Country Vehicle Club 

Available to club members on presentation of their current membership card at a 
 

Discount of  20%  off trade 
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Upcoming
Events

Nov 23-24:  NZ4WDA National trials series.  
Contact Eastern Bays Twin Diff Club, Wha-
katane 
Nov 24:  Manawatu 4WD Club Trek.  All 
4WD’s with low range fundraiser for Tranzrail 
rescue helicopter.  Contact George Walker 
on 06 354 6080 or Jim Barr on 06 357 6398, 
email jabarr@xtra.co.nz 
Nov 30:  4WD Family Safari.  Waikaretu 
School, Tuakau.  Contact 09 233 3104 or 
email waikaretu@internet.co.nz 
Dec 8:  NZ4WDA National trials series.  
Contact Wairarapa 4WD Club 
Jan 25-30, 2003:  Northland Kauri Coast 
Safari 2003.  Third bi-annual rally around the 
greatest spots in Northland.  Phone Nikoli on 
09 439 8812 or Mary-Ann on Ph/Fx 09 439 
6326 or PO Box 18, Dargaville 
Feb 1:  NZ4WDA National trials series.  Con-
tact Egmont 4WD Club, New Plymouth 
Feb 6-9:  East Cape 4WD Adventure.  A 
major safari event is being organised.  East 
Cape Adventure, PO Box 98 974, SAMC, 
Auckland 1701 
Feb 13-14:  AutoActive motor industry trade 
show.  North Shore Events Centre, Auckland 
Feb 15-17:  Waikaia Switzers High Country 
4WD Jamboree.  Contact Lenox Allison, PO 
Box 44, Waikaia or lenox.a@xtra.co.nz 
Feb 16:  NZ4WDA National trials series.  
Extreme 4WD Adventure Park, Auckland 
Feb 21-23:  Southern Winch Challenge.  Mt 
Lyford and area.  Contact 
winch.challenge@4wd.net.nz 
Mar 15-16:  Kawhia Safari.  Same area as 
last time but different route.  Contact Bill Neill 
on 07 871 2873 or billneill2000@xtra.co.nz 
Mar 21-23:  NZ Superwinch Tuff Truck Chal-
lenge.  Contact Pete Weatherly on email 
lynette.pete@xtra.co.nz 
Apr 20:  NZ4WD National trials series finals.  
Contact Whangarei 4WD Club. 

 
Details in the column appear courtesy of Sam Parker, publisher of 
the New Zealand 4WD and Sportvehicles magazine.  Potential 
participants should contact the event organiser; CCVC cannot take 
responsibility for any changes or inadvertent inaccuracies. 

Safety Inspectors 

Dayal Landy 
Gold Coast Mechanical 
2 Epiha St 
Paraparaumu 
Ph.  04 902 9244 

 

Antony Hargreaves 
Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd 
2 - 6 Hawkins St 
Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 569 3485 

 

Brendon Bateup 
Wellington 4WD Centre 
421 Hutt Rd 
Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 566 7504 

 

Dave Bowler 
Bowler Motors Ltd 
11 Raiha St 
Porirua 
Ph.  04 237 7251 

 

Gary Young 
VTNZ Upper Hutt 
847 Fergusson Dr 
Upper Hutt 
Ph.  04 527 0501 
or 025 686 7689 

 

Steve Lacey 
Wainuiomata Motors 
Moores Valley Rd 
Wainuiomata 
Ph.  04 564 8823 

 

Robbie Bromley 
Jones Automotive Services 
136B Jackson St 
Petone 
Ph.  04 568 3010 
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The Old Down and Up  -  13 October 2002  
by Gertrude 

  
We all met at the corner of Haywards and Moonshine around 9am.  Six 
trucks - me, another 40 series Landcruiser (but not quite as good looking), 
and 4 other lesser beings.  We drove in to Bulls Run, and then went down 
the zigzag to clear some trees.  

 

Grant and Steve got out their chainsaws (buzz buzz) and started chopping. 
Next I knew, (potato potato potato). Was it a Harley going down the zigzag? 
Nope - just Eric's enormous chainsaw - I've never heard a chainsaw like it. 
He got through the trees in nothing flat. Grant winched the remnants out of 
the way, and we were off again. Down at the bottom we stopped and got rid 
of another tree - only a 
small one, and therefore 
not worthy of Eric's chain-
saw.  

 

Off again, and we soon 
got to the top of the stair-
case. The real trip was 
about to start.  Down we 
went. Slip, slide, slip, 
crunch, slip slide, crunch. 
Opps - I'm stuck. Snatch. 
Slip, slide, crunch. And 
we're at the bottom. We 
stop for lunch. Eric got a 
puncture getting out of 
the creek. Silly Eric. Oops 
- I've got one too! Two 
wheels get changed. My 
directional spare was on 
the wrong side - good - 
I've now got an excuse if I 
get stuck again. Eric's 
having problems with his 
fanbelt, so he decides to 
skip the next bit.  

 

Off we go, into the rock 
garden. We all creep 
carefully around a big 
washout. Off again. 

WE SELL
ALL BRANDS

WHEEL BALANCING SPECIALISTS
PUNCTURE REPAIRS
WHEEL ALIGNMENT / REPAIRS
FULL MECHANICAL REPAIRS
COMPETITIVE PRICES

Taranaki St Tyre Service &
Dave Tunley Wheel Alignment

298 Taranaki St (Top End)
Wellington

04 384 4363
04 385 1488

TOTAL SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

Car Stereo Co

Andrew Smith
Motors

HiTech Tyres

YOUR SAFETY COMES FIRST

2 Locations of
Complete Tyre Stockists

Family Owned & Operated

HiTech Tyres & Alloys Ltd &
Dave Tunley Wheel Alignment

22 Railway Ave
Lower Hutt

04 589 3551

RAILWAY AVE

Challenge
Service
Station

While you wait service
Specialists in
Performance vehicles

Specialists in
4WD vehicles

Brendon
Foot

Holden
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Phone  567 8243
LOWER HUTT

Watch the washout! Test the articulation in the washout! Test the new side 
bars on the bank! Stuck! (at this point it becomes apparant that I'm going to 
be the one writing the trip report). Gerald tries to pull me out. Nope. (well, I'm 
a Landcruiser, and he's only driving a little Zuk). Hook up a winch cable. Pull 
slowly. We're moving. A bit of throttle. Sideways into the washout again. 
Grant comes and tells off my driver. Try again. Pull. No throttle. And we're 
out. Off again. Out the other side, turn around, and back again. No problems 
this time, and back to the bottom of the staircase. Eric is still here, so he 
starts up and we're off.  

 

Off we go. First we have to get out of the creek. I think everybody needed 
pulling. A bit further and what a big steep difficult corner. Grant tries and tries 
and tries and then winches. Eric tries and suceeds. So does Ross. Steve 
gets a pull. I get stuck (all because off the spare pointing the wrong way!!!). 
A little pull and I'm up. Gerald tries. Furious fiddling, and he's up. Off we go. 
A long rutted steep bit looms. Grant, Eric, Ross and Steve are up. I try and 
fail, and try, and fail. Steve says he'll winch me up. Well I know I can get up 
the first 8 feet, so I back down and have one last go. Yes! Eight feet again. 
More throttle. and more. Is that burning rubber? And finally, we're moving up. 
Bounce, rev, bounce, rev, bounce, rev. And we stop eight feet from the top. 
Well, it's easier for Steve to snatch that little bit. Mmmm. That back tyre 
looks low... Yes, another puncture. I borrow Eric's spare (because Eric used 
Ross' spare). Now I have a backwards SAT and an AT on the back. More 
excuses!!. But while that's been happening, Gerald has had his go, and he 
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The Smiths were unable to conceive children, and decided to use a surrogate father to start 
their family. On the day the proxy father was to arrive, Mr. Smith kissed his wife and said, "I'm 
off. The man should be here soon".  Half an hour later, just by chance, a door-to-door baby 
photographer rang the doorbell, hoping to make a sale. 

 

"Good morning madam. I've come to......"  "Oh, no need to explain. I've been expecting you," 
Mrs. Smith cut in.  "Really?" the photographer asked. "Well, good! I've made a specialty of ba-
bies."  "That's what my husband and I had hoped. Please come in and have a seat.  After a 
moment she asked, blushing, "Well, where do we start?" 

 

"Leave everything to me. I usually try two in the bathtub, one on the couch and perhaps a cou-
ple on the bed. Sometimes the living room floor is fun too....you can really spread out!" 
"Bathtub, living room floor? No wonder it didn't work for Harry and me."  "Well, madam, none of 
us can guarantee a good one every time.  But if we try several different positions and I shoot 
from six or seven angles, I'm sure you'll be pleased with the results."  "My, my, that's a lot of ..." 
gasped Mrs. Smith.  "Madam, in my line of work, a man must take his time. I'd love to be in and 
out in five minutes, but you'd be disappointed with that, I'm sure."  "Don't I know it," Mrs. Smith 
said quietly. 

 

The photographer opened his briefcase and pulled out a portfolio of his baby pictures.  "This 
was done on the top of a bus."  "Oh my God!!" Mrs. Smith exclaimed, tugging at her handker-

broke it. No rear wheel drive. Steve goes down, pull off the rear driveshaft, 
and winch him up. Steve take on tow duty, and off we go again. Another long 
rutted steep bit. We go, and get up. Stop to wait and see if Steve and Gerald 
are OK. They're not. Gerald's transfer case is falling out and has hit a rock 
and broken in half. Gerald has now gone from 4wd to 2wd to 0wd. We strap 
the transfer case up, and off again. I give Steve a little pull (because he can't 
make it with a dead Gerald on the end of the rope) and off again. One last 
long steep rutted bit. We try, and we would have made it if not for those bad-
ly mismatched rear tyres. So we get pulled. Steve gets stuck. So we pull 
Steve. 4 in a row at that point. Eric, then me, then Steve, then the dead Ger-
ald.  

 

And then we're out. Off we go, out to Mangasomethingorother gate. Steve 
tows Gerald home, and I go home too, wondering why I got two punctures.  
A great day out - thank you Grant.  

 

(PS:  Turns out my rims have nasty rusty spikes inside them and have 
chewed up my tubes, so now I'm waiting for some nice new shiny wheels). 

 

See you next time,  
Gertrude.  

King Toyota now offer trade prices on all Toyota Genuine Parts & Ac-
cessories on production of your membership card. Also available are 
new and used vehicles at good rates.  Any problems, please contact 
Andrew Mitchell at work on 9207770 or home 5269285. 
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chief.  "And these twins turned out exceptionally well, when you consider their mother was so 
difficult to work with."  "She was difficult?" asked Mrs. Smith.  "Yes, I'm afraid so. I finally had to 
take her to the park to get the job done right. People were crowding around four and five deep, 
pushing to get a good look."  "Four and five deep?" asked Mrs. Smith, eyes widened in amaze-
ment.  "Yes", the photographer said. "And for more than three hours, too. The mother was con-
stantly squealing and yelling - I could hardly concentrate!  Then darkness approached and I 
began to rush my shots. Finally, when the squirrels began nibbling on my equipment, I just 
packed it all in." 
 
Mrs. Smith leaned forward. "You mean they actually chewed on your um...equipment?"  "That's 
right. Well madam, if you're ready, I'll set up my tripod so that we can get to work."  "Tripod?? 
"Oh yes, I have to use a tripod to rest my Canon on. It's much too big for me to hold very long. 
Madam? 
Madam? 
Madam?.....Oh dear, she's fainted!!" 

Photo Gallery and Video Clips 

 

Have you got that moment of action, stupidity, achieve-
ment, damage on film, mpg or video?  If its short, to the 

point and you reckon everyone would enjoy it, get it to Paul Adams 
at least a week before club night and if there's enough material we 
will run a picture / video session on club night.  You never know it may even 

get posted to the Web! 

Maybe this could be something the 60k 
committee could look at - we could 
take the whole club out on a trip and 
minimise the land impact at the same 
time as there would only be a single 
vehicle on each trip!!! 

An extremely modest man was in the hospital for a series of tests, the last of which had 

left his bodily systems extremely upset. Upon making several false alarm trips to the 

bathroom, he decided the latest episode was another and stayed put. He suddenly filled 

his bed with diarrhoea and was embarrassed beyond his ability to remain rational.  

In a complete loss of composure he jumped out of bed, gathered up the bed sheets, and 

threw them out the hospital window.  A drunk was walking by the hospital when the sheets 

landed on him. He started yelling, cursing, and swinging his arms violently trying to get the 

unknown things off, and ended up with the soiled sheets in a tangled pile at his feet.  

As the drunk stood there, unsteady on his feet, staring down at the sheets, a hospital 

security guard, (barely containing his laughter), and who had watched the whole incident, 

walked up and asked, "What the heck is going on here?"  The drunk, still staring down re-

plied: "I think I just beat the shit out of a ghost." 
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Membership Discounts 

 

The following companies in the Wellington are offering very generous dis-
counts to Club Members.  A more detailed list will follow, but the compa-
nies include: 

 

     Firestone   New tyres 
     Cookes   Strops, ropes and recovery equipment 
     NZ Car Parts  Second hand car parts 
     Wellington 4WD Centre 4WD parts and service 
     BNT    Filters, vehicle parts and  accessories 
     TWL    Vehicle parts and accessories 
 Pipeline Supplies  Pipe & fittings (for rollcage, etc) 
 Twiggs   Products 
 Motex Auto Parts  Second Hand Car Parts 
 King Toyota   Trade prices on parts & accessories 
 Diesel & Turbo  Products and Services 

  

Please show your membership card to obtain all discounts. 

 

Club Member Trades, Services and Supplies 

Clare Decorators Ltd - House painting (interior / exterior), wallpaper-

ing, water blasting.  Will do commercial also.  Discount offered to club 

members.  Ph Larry on 567 0902 / 025 538 525 
 

If you’d like to include your business on our list please contact the editor on 564 3045 or (preferably) email 
newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

Deadwood Safari.  
 
The last Deadwood I went to must have been at least 15 years ago and was 
held in Whitemans Valley.  This one was held in the Aotea block. Being a 
nice helpful person (well one tries) I volunteered as a marshal.  
 
Arriving at 8:15, there was a briefing and we were all told what to do. We 
were put in teams of two and sent off to our stages. We were to do one 
stage in the morning and a different stage in the afternoon.  
 
Our morning stage was 'J' shaped, a short drop into a bog, up out the other 
side, hard left turn,. back into the bog and uphill through it to the finish. It 
was interesting to see the effect of 50 trucks, as the first few flew through, 
then it got really slushy and most got stuck somewhere, then later on it start-
ed to dry out, and trucks got through again. The highlights of this stage 
would have to be the two Suzukis that tried it in rear drive only (one a break-
down, the other had forgotten to lock the front hubs), and the incredibly mod-
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Newspaper Clippings 
 
At the height of the gale, the harbourmaster radioed a coast-
guard on the spot and asked him to estimate the wind speed. 
He replied that he was sorry, but he didn't have a gauge. How-
ever, if it was any help, the wind had just blown his Land Rover 
off the cliff. (Aberdeen Evening Express) 
 
Commenting on a complaint from a Mr.Arthur Purdey about a 
large gas bill, a spokesman for North West gas said "We agree 
it was rather high for the time of year. It's possible Mr.Purdey 
has been charged for the gas used up during the explosion that 
blew his house to pieces." (Bangkok Post) 

ified Vitara that went up so fast and got so much air at the end I thought it 
was taking off!  
 
The afternoon stage was another bog. Go in, gentle right, along into the 
deep mud, then a hard right up a bank and to the finish. The first truck did it 
perfectly, going close on the left and then hard right, up close to the pegs 
and through. No one else used this line, which was puzzling. The more 
grunty trucks just ploughed through the mud, and then fiddled hard right and 
up the greasy bit of the bank. The less powerful trucks got stuck. As the af-
ternoon wore on, no-one could get out as the bank became too greasy, and 
trucks would get slightly up, slide along, and take out the peg. The best tech-
nique seemed exactly that, to get one wheel up the bank, and collect 20 
points before taking the peg out. A few tried the exiting line - go in hard to 
the right of the gully, then try to go up the non greasy side of the bank. This 
was a very good way to roll - as they all proved. Most just fell on their side, 
but one almost got upside down. The best was the last, a truck running 
around after a breakdown trying to clear all the stages before they were 
closed. In, down the middle, through the bog, hard right on the fiddles, boot it 
up the greasy bank. Mud everywhere, and almost, almost, but slid sideways 
and on his side. Interesting were the two vehicles that came through in 2wd, 
one front drive, one rear drive, who made it almost as far as a lot of the func-
tioning 4wd vehicles.  
 
A great day - I'll do it again next year that's for sure! 
  
Andrew Farmer.  
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VASELINE 

 

A market researcher called at a house and his knock was answered by a 
young woman with three small children running around her. He asked her if 
she minded replying to his questions and she agreed. He 
asked her if she knew his company, Cheeseborough-Ponds. When she said 
no, he mentioned that among their many products was Vaseline and she 
certainly knew of that product. When asked if she used it, the answer was 
"Yes." Asked how she used it, she said, "To assist sexual intercourse." The 
interviewer was amazed. He said, "I always ask that question because eve-
ryone uses our product and they always say they use it for the child's bicycle 
chain, or the gate hinge; but I know that most use it for sexual intercourse. 
Since you've been so frank, could you tell me exactly how you use it?" "Yes, 
we put it on the doorknob to keep the kids out."  

Whiteman’s Wander  -  6 October  2002 

 

We woke up to the sound of rain on the roof, couldn’t decide whether to go 
or not, but as we had gone twice before and knew it was a good trip we 
thought the rain would add to the excitement so off we went. 

 

Arrived to find a good turnout of roughly 20 vehicles, Antony Royal gave his 
drivers briefing and said the usual “the first person to get stuck is to be doing 
the trip report”. No worries, wasn’t gonna be us, we didn’t think anything of 
this as we were in our new wee Vitara only it’s 3

rd
 outing and 1

st
 with its new 

second hand Swampers aboard.  We let the tyre pressures down to 20 lbs 
as we have done on our 4-Runner in the past.  We started out; we had 2 co-
drivers (regular co-driver son Ash and first time co-driver son Brandon, who 
played Game Boy and read all day).   

 

Coming down the first hill, not 500 metres from the start, which was steep, 
grassy and wet, we started to slide like we were on ice.  The back of the 
silver Pajero in front of us was looming ever closer; it was either hitting him 
or the pine tree to the right.  Dad chose the pine tree as he has had much 
experience in hitting pine trees, and was not afraid to hit his 4th tree and do 
more damage to the vehicle !! Hence, here is the Trip Report. 

 

The pine tree stopped us abruptly and Ash was quick to jump out whilst 
Brandon stayed in the vehicle continuing to play his Game Boy!  We couldn’t 
back the Vitara out, Leroy and his driver Neil came from behind to try and 
strop us up but it was too slippery so no go. Leroy even had a go driving off 
by himself as Neil didn’t but his handbrake on properly, that sure made 
everbody jump out of the road quickly. Luckily Lane in his Suzuki pulled us 
out with his winch. Damage comprised dented bumper, broken grill and 
small dent to the bonnet , bugger! 

 



LAND & RANGE ROVER  -  NEW & USED PARTS

3 HAPPY VALLEY ROAD, WELLINGTON

All mechanical work undertaken
Parts and Accessories  -  Winches  -  Chains

Bull Bars  -   Jacks  -  Free Wheel Hubs
Roll Frames  -  Strops  -  Wheels  -  Tyres

JEEP  --  LANDCRUISER  --  SUZUKI
NEW & USED PARTS

M Gall
4WD SPECIALISTS

Phone - Fax

04 383 6554
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Don’t forget that the club has four comprehensive 
first aid kits that are available for trip leaders to car-

ry on any trips they lead.   
They are a backup emergency kit that is  

supplementary to those kits carried by individual 
trip members.  

  
Contact Wayne (025 467 935) to arrange collec-

Melissa Osborne is now a registered tupperware dealer.  “I am trying to 
make my business successful so I can support Pedro’s 4WD habit.  If you 
would like a free catalogue sent to you or a free demonstration in your home 
please contact me on 235 5644 or you can email me on pos-
borne@xtra.co.nz  I can also take orders this way.  Thanks for your support” 
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We carried on the trail but soon stopped again, as Eric Dodd had trouble in 
the same spot (it wasn’t human error like us), but some mechanical problem 
and no 4-wheel drive. 

 

We then carried on feeling like we were on roller skates and wished we 
could find a quick escape and head for home. We came to a steep, slippery 
sidetrack a bit scary in our roller skate, we had a go but failed and slid back 
down.  We were really pleased that Lane was behind us to give us the best 
advice we had had all day, which was to let the Swampers down to 6 psi.  
(thanks Lane).  This was because of the lightweight of the Suzuki and the 
thick side walls of the Swampers.  We then easily drove up the sidetrack as 
though we were on the highway.  The rest of the day was a breeze (almost) 
as we had now got rid of the roller skates and had awesome traction. Except 
for downhill the petrol did not give the same stoping power as the we were 
used to in the diesel, gaining momentum a bit quicker than we would like, all 
part of learning to drive a new vehicle I guess. 

 

It was pretty much all new tracks compared to the last couple of times 
Antony had taken us here, Colin (the farmer) was leading us as usual in his 
awesome off road machine.  We continued down to the usual lunch stop 
following some more slippery climbs and fairly steep descents. 

 

Had ½ hour for lunch and caught up with everyone, then Colin had some 
awesome tracks to take us on, the first one proving a challenge for Antony’s 
big Nissan, he had to do a bit of bush bashing and winching out of that one 
as there was really no track there yet Colin seemed to drive straight through.  
He bush bashed his way around a sharp corner and then needed to winch 
himself further and started winching from a tree, which soon collapsed in 
front of him.  Some people backed out of this, as it was quite a challenge.  
We gave it a go and were surprised as we got ¾ of the way before Roger in 
the mighty Nissan extracted us from the goo!  Ashley soon found out it 
wasn’t ideal to keep the window down in situations like this as the tyres soon 
propelled large proportions of mud onto him and the interior of the vehicle.  

 

Another sidetrack with a short, steep hill climb and descent proving very 
slippery but didn’t provide any trouble.  Next sidetrack was optional (not 
done by many), mainly attempted by the Big Boys in their V8’s and Lane in 
his Suzuki.  We went up the first part and then did a quick U-turn and left 
with tail between our legs as we had done enough damage for one day. 
There was a pretty much vertical meter high step to conker and everyone 
who attempted this put on a spectacular display with tyres spinning and 
engines roaring, although no-one drove this in one shot,  having to resort to 
winches.   

 

At this time others had gone on other sidetracks as we could hear them 
roaring in the distance. So I guess there probable was other good incidents  
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NEW MEMBERS 

 

The following people, subject to trip sheet and 
safety checks will be welcomed to the Cross 
Country Vehicle Club (Wellington) Inc this 

month as new member: 
 

Peter Clements 
Noel Cook 

Brent McCracken 
Anthony Murch 

that we didn’t see.  Started to make our way back to our lunch spot for a re-
grouping and to head home, but the Craig’s green Jeep found a large rock in 
the track, which didn’t agree with his exhaust.  The rock proceeded to pull 
the exhaust from the underbelly of the Jeep, with the exhaust then put in the 
back of the Jeep it then making a mighty roaring sound  as we continued on.  

 

We then uneventfully headed back to the road where we pumped out tyres 
up and headed for home.  Roger and Eric went to collect the 2-wheel drive 
Nissan (as Eric & son had been riding with Roger).   

 

This was only our 3
rd

 trip out in our wee Vitara and for the 3
rd

 time we did 
more damage  and kissed our 4

th
 pine tree, but it was a fun day and worth it.  

 

Thanks to Antony for the organization of another good “Whiteman’s Wander”  
and to Colin (the farmer) for letting us on his land.   

 

Phil, Ash and Brandon Senior 

Diesel Engine - Glow Plug Problems 
 
All indirect injection diesel engines utilise a cold start device which usually 

is a glow plug system (most indirect injection systems utilise a 

precombustion chamber in the cylinder head and pintle type injector nozzle).  

If this type of engine is hard to start then the glow plug system should be 

checked and tested.   

 

The simplest test is to remove glow plugs and establish whether the glow 

plug is open circuit. This can be done using a multimeter. Note each glow 

plug has a continuity reading which is usually expressed in ohms.  Also each 

glow plug application has its own specification.  
 

To check the glow plug for continuity connect multimeter leads between 
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AUCKLAND
FACTORY

6-10 Greenmount Drive
East Tamaki
09 274 4299

WELLINGTON
BRANCH
2 Udy Street

Petone
04 568 4384

Bring in your club membership card and 
receive 15% discount off our Snatch 
Strops, Shackles and Chains.

For Sale:  St Johns First Aid kits in a tidy carry bag 
with clear plastic zipped pouches. This first aid kit is rec-
ommended by the Safety Committee. Normal retail price 
$79.00, for sale at $74.00. Contact Safety Officer, Wayne 
Jansen on 025 467 935 or 478 7311, or view at Club 
nights. 

voltage supply terminal and earth. You will receive a reading if glow plug is 

operational. If no reading then the glow plug is open circuit and should be 

replaced.   
 
If the above test shows your glow plugs are operational then the following 

should be checked:  supply to glow plugs/wiring circuits and glow plug 

relay/timer ignition switch.   

 
Physical damage to the glow plug may indicate the following:  tip breakage 

could be due to chronic detonation (overfueling) or injection timing fault.  A 

melted or blistered tip could be due to a control circuitry fault.  
 
Important - manufacturers specifications must be adhered to.  
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Kids Drawing Kompetition 
This month’s Kids Kompetition is sponsored by Airtime - one of New Zea-
land’s premier indoor fun parks, situated at 25 Bouverie Street, Petone and 
owned & run by club members Eric and Eve Bon.  The park caters for BMX 
bikers, skateboarders, Roller bladers, Scooters and Mountain bikers with a 
range jumps and ramps including the largest vertical ramp in New Zealand. 
 
I have five free Airtime entry tickets to give away. 
 
All you have to do is send in a drawing of either biking, skateboarding, roller 
blading or scootering and the best five will get the tickets.  In addition, all 
entries will be 
displayed at 
Airtime. 
 
Entries close at 
the end of No-
vember, so 
send your en-
tries to The 
Editor, 10 Ma-
tariki Grove, 
Wainuiomata. 
 
PS:  I haven’t 
forgotten to 
send out the 
prizes to the 
last winners 
(Daniel hagarty 
and Ashleigh 
Donaldson) -I 
just haven’t 
had a chance 
to get to the 
shops yet.  But 
I promise I’ll 
get onto it 
shortly!!! 
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Stockists
Of

Black
Rat

Quality
4WD

Equipment

Colin Landy
Dayal Landy
2 Epiha St, Paraparaumu

Ph: 04 902 9244
Fax: 04 902 9243

New & Used Parts, Accessories, 
Winches, Strops, Chains, etc

CCVC Tyre Discounts 

For those of us in the market for one or a set of tyres, 
Marcus has arranged a great discount for club mem-
bers.  The discount covers both Firestone and Bridge-
stone tyre brands. 
 
For further details, contact Marcus on (04) 565 1707 
(Hm) or 021 439 183. 

Thought of the day 
 
There is more money being spent on breast implants and Viagra than 
Alzheimer's research.  This means that by 2040, there should be a 
large elderly population with perky boobs and erections and no recol-
lection of what to do with them. 
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The winner of the Gumboot award for this month 
is Neil Blackie - for allowing Leroy to roll away by 
not fully engaging the handbrake in Whitemans 
Valley as well as brake problems and the highlift 
jack incident at Whangamomona.. 

The winner of the Orange Roughy award for this 
month is Colin Landy - for his dedication to the 
cause and never giving up until all four wheels 
were off the ground (rolled at Club Champs). 

The winner of the BSA award for this month is Bar-
bara Blackie - for continually nominating husband 
Neil for the Gumboot Award. 

The winners of the Golden Kiwi’s for this month are 
Grant Purdie & Antony Royal for a south coast re-
covery, Grant Purdie & Andy Cockroft for a late 
night recovery, members of the Egmont 4WD Club 
for assisting with the Whangamomona trip (also the 
quad rider and the man in the bog) and Harriett 
Buick for her tow rope work at Whangamomona. 

Swimming Pool.....… 
 
An old farmer had owned a large farm for several years. He had a large 
pond in the back, fixed up nice: picnic tables, horseshoe courts, tennis  
court, etc. The pond was properly shaped and fixed up for swimming when 
it was built. 

 

One evening the old farmer decided to go down to the pond, as he hadn't 
been there for a while, and look it over. As he neared it, he heard voices, 
shouting, and laughing with glee. As he came closer he saw it was a 
bunch of young women skinny dipping in his pond. He made the women 
aware of his presence and they all went to the deep end of the pond.  

 

One of the women shouted to him, "We're not coming out until you leave!" 

 

The old man replied, "I didn't come down here to watch you ladies swim 
or to make you get out of the pond. "I only came to feed the alligator."  

 

MORAL: Old age and treachery will triumph over youth and skill. 
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Fire Extinguishers  

 

A reminder from our Safety Officer that the Club’s 
fire extinguisher specification has a minimum size 
required of 0.9 kg dry powder or 1 litre foam. 

 

And also, members should have their fire extinguish-
ers checked yearly, and Wormalds in Cuba St Pe-
tone will do this service free of charge.  

NZFWDA Trials Calendar 
 
 
 

Round 1  27 October 2002  Valley 4WD Club 

 

Round 2  23 November 2002 Eastern Bays Twin Diff Club 

 

Ladies / Junior 24 November 2002 Eastern Bays Twin Diff Club 

 

Round 3  08 December 2002 Wairarapa 4WD Club 

 

Round 4  01 February 2003 Egmont 4WD Club 

 

Round 5  16 February 2002 Extreme 4WD Adventure Pk 

 

Round 6  20 April 2002  Whangarei 4WD Club 



Leroy - A Bleedin’ 
Busy Month. 
 
Well that’s great innit - I do 
me best, try to cover up all 
his mistakes and when a 
overnighter comes up they 
take Poofta Pajero!! Went to 
Whang... Whanga.. Stratford.  
Anyway I “adjusted” the 
brakes on the wheel I could 
reach before they left and ol 
Paj wore em out haha.  But 
then Paj told me the money 
he spent fix’n them meant it 
was less for me.  Bugger - 
maybe I won’t try that again 
eh. 
 
I got to go to the Club 
Champs anyway.  Yeehah - 
I’s looking forward to that.  I 
gave em a few tips and they 
set up a good course.  Bit of 
rain overnight and it’s lookin’ 
alright.  Drivers briefing and it 
starts throwin’ it down - what 
a mess!  We was slippin’ and 
slidin’ all over the place after 
that.  Got the tyres down so 
much me bum’s draggin’ on 
the ground but it wasn’t 
enough - seems we needed to be lighter or have more horsepower - hard to get it right 
eh.  That Stockler fella in our group, he was good, been feeding that Cruiser on steroids - 
isn’t that illegal or summat?  And that Farmer fella, well he shoulda bin in his element, on 
the farm an all.  Went completely to pieces and had his Cruiser over in the mud.  Mind 
you it’s about 12 foot tall now.  He wasn’t on his own though, the Royal limo flopped over 
and Landy apparently managed a half pike and twist into the stream.  I usually like a 
couple of wheels on the ground but sometimes ya can’t compensate for driver stupidity 
eh (see Foxton later on). 
 
I’m getting on a bit, but lucky I got a good ticker cos mud seems to flick a switch in these 
blokes.  Seems the more mud there is the more revs you need, like it’s a law o’ nature or 
summat.  Boy that Aussie motor I got can rev!!  Ooh yeah - foot down and we’re singing.  
Still, with all that rain, most of those hazards were really for the hard yakka boys and 
plenty went home early, we had lotsa fun though.  Took a while to get cleaned up 
afterwards - I wonder if the thought’s ever crossed his mind to use warm water - not that 
I’m gettin’ soft or that but an icy blast on the sensitive bits does take the breath away. 
The next weekend we went on the James’ farm in Whiteman’s Valley.  She had to go 
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FOR LITE COMMERCIALS 
4WD PARTS 

Right Parts.  Right Service.  Right Price. 

MOTEX 

PartsWorld 

PH  567 6818 
 

MOTEX AUTO PARTS 
 

Nationwide Computer Network 
For all your Auto Parts 

 

PH  567 4575 
82 Eastern Hutt Rd 
Wingate, Lower Hutt 
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FREE FUEL FILTER WITH YOUR 

NEXT SERVICE 
All makes and models 

 

Hours open: 

7.45am to 5.15pm Monday - Friday 

8.00am to 12.00pm Saturday 

We can start earlier or finish later if required 

 

We are DIESEL specialists - give us a call to discuss your requirements. 

 

 

SEAVIEW MACHINERY REPAIRS LTD 
113 Parkside Road, Seaview 
PO Box 39-140, Wellington Mail Centre 
Tel: (04) 568 4046 
Fax: (04) 568 3143 

tenpin bowling so we had Woolly along this time.  After all that rain the place was a bit 
wet too as we soon found out.  Ya know I quite fancy those nice little Vitara’s but after 
watching the Senior’s one slither away in front of me and crunch into a tree I’m holding 
judgment.  Tried to pull it out but too slippery so he parked me up while they tried to do it 
with a few hands on the rope.  I thought I’d get a bit closer to see better and eased down 
the hill a bit - he thought me brake had failed, shoulda seen the look of panic!!  Quick 
reactions though - he did get in and stop me but nothin’ to worry about, I was still a metre 
or so away from the Vitara when I stopped.  He adjusted the park brake at the next stop, 
spoils all me fun that bloke.  Eric had trouble in the same spot but turned out he was in 
two wheel drive with a faulty hub. 
 
It was cold on the tops that day - got some hail too.  But it’s a great drive on that farm.  All 
went pretty after that little incident until Colin led us through a side “track”.  Failing to 
make the corner Antony knocks down a 12’ ponga tree and then had to winch himself all 
the way through creating a couple of massive ruts as he went.  Oh yeah, that sound of 
another tree falling, that was Antony too - with his winch - almost ran out of trees I heard.  
We couldn’t get through there, those Jappo diffs draggin’ on the ground again.  Made a 
good job of it though and Layne’s Suzuki had to winch us out.  Good slippery bit further 
up the track too.  We ended up at the back of the convoy there and when it came to a 
halt he decides to go back for a play.  Well it’s so slippery we can hardly move on the flat 
ground.  Had to do a ten point turn to get back and just as he pushed the clutch in a stick 
popped up and jammed the clutch pedal down to the floor.  He thought he’s broke it!  Oh 
the relief when he found the stick and cut it off.  Muddy again - another cold wash. 
 
The next weekend it’s bump and grind up some stream over the Wairarapa.  It’s a 
sleepover at some old hut so she stays home and Clive comes out this time although the 
whole Lewton family came along so it wasn’t just the boys.  We was gonna get petrol at 
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Pirinoa but there’s no pumps there now so he’s a bit worried about the fuel situation.  I’d 
been drinkin’ it like water - love the stuff, can’t get enough of it.  Stuff runnin’ on the smell 
of an oily rag like some of those modern motors - pour it down mate!!  Make it a double!!  
Well the needle was droppin’ so fast he stopped so Clive could adjust the carby to stop 
me guzzling so much, while he poured the reserves in.  He didn’t know the gauge was 
playin’ up a bit, I managed to ease off although we did the last 20k’s the next day reading 
empty and managed to get 44 litres into a 45 litre tank at Martinborough. 
 
Only five vehicle’s on this trip - Jim, Phil L & family, Wayne (& John V), Gavin in his Land 
Rover (another Aussie motor running on my old carby’s as it turned out) and one other .... 
hmm can’t remember who that was ... oh yeah, me.  Damn, hate that.  Well - different 
driving up a river bed, picking your way around and over the rocks.  Gavin, Wayne and 
Phil all had a turn at getting the diff’s stuck on the odd rock and needed towed or jacked.  
Great little track closer to the hut, bit tight though and Wayne and Phil both lost a side 
window to the trees.  Nice camp spot up there - could take 12-15 vehicles and tents.  We 
did a little exploring the next day.  Clive drove a bit and was having to adjust from his 
Pajero by the feel of it but he did alright.  Lunch at Lake Ferry pub, well they had lunch, 
us vehicles sat outside in the wind.  He had fish and chips again, wait’ll she finds out - 
twice in one weekend!  (It’s not allowed).  No need for a wash after this trip - cleanest I’ve 
bin for years! 
 
A busy month alright - went up to Foxton for Friday and Saturday of Labour weekend - 
followed that crazy man Purdie round the sand dunes again on Friday night but he 
couldn’t shake me.  Well apart from once when we got “ridged” with four wheels spinning.  
Was going to set up a obstacle course the next day for the “Driftwood Safari” and have a 
bit of fun but the wind got up and the sand looked like a water flow.  People don’t like 
standing around in howling wind and sand so Grant organised a trip up the Mackenzie 
Trail.  About a dozen vehicles showed - three Land Rovers today - it’s good to have 
quality company for a change!  After a Sunday drive sort of start that trail gets very 
interesting with some real challenging spots.  Bernie decided to park his Surf and come 
with us at one point as it got a bit tougher.  Probably regretted that when, as we had a 
second go at a little climb I’d had a bit of bother with a few months ago, he (NB) tries to 
cut the corner.  Can’t really do that when it’s a bank - left wheels did their best to get up it 
and we were almost horizontal when he finally decides we’re not going to make it and 
changes his mind.  It’d been a long day getting up there, driving round on Friday then out 
today and that sand, looked so soft.  I lay down for a rest and was about to nod off when 
the bleedin’ Purdies came running back and started shakin’ me!! Can’t get a moments 
peace!  They pushed and shoved until all four wheels were touching ground again and he 
could crank the motor over in reverse gear and we backed out.  Ok then, carry on I 
guess.  Bernie said he enjoyed it, thanks and all that, but I could tell he was pleased to 
get back to his nice shiny Surf. 
 
Went to the Deadwood Safari the next day, saw some of the real tuff trucks showin’ them 
how to do it.  But I was pretty tired after all that drivin’, had to get up at six to get there 
from Palmerston North and so I slept most of the day and missed it.  Ah well, maybe next 
time. 
 
Another busy month comin’ up.  See ya out there. 
 
Leroy 
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WELFARE OFFICERS REPORT OCTOBER 2002 

 

Well another month has just flown fly, and until Sunday after checking the calendar I hadn’t 
been out 4x4ing since the last Newsletter and the Club Champs, most unusual.  However I can 
now honestly say I am no longer a 4x4 virgin, Z RED 1 has finally been off road under the 
capable hands of yours truly.  Some would say it was a stroll along the beach, close as we went 
on the Terawhiti trip that Ron took on Sunday.  While most would say too easy, it was just the 
start I needed, and it did take me out of my comfort zone a little.  So come on all you other 
ladies, kick your husbands/partners out or at least stick em in the back, and let’s take to the 
hills.  I believe there should be another trip suitable in December, we’ll show em. 

 

NEWS 

 

Bruce Mulhare mothers passed away last month.  We are sorry to hear of your loss Bruce. 

 

Paul & Gill Adams are over in Australia enjoying a family wedding.  Hope you have taken a lot 
of photos of the family reunion. 

 

Have a terrific month 
Barbara Blackie (Z RED 1) 
K215 
 
PS Thought for the Month -  

 

You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream. 
- Les Brown 
Taken from the book A Second Chicken Soup for the Woman’s Soul 
 
THE 10 COMMANDMENTS FOR REDUCING STRESS 
 
1. Thou shalt NOT be perfect, nor even try to be. 
2. Thou shalt NOT try to be all things to all people. 
3. Thou shalt leave things undone that ought to be done. 
4. Thou shalt NOT spread thyself too thin. 
5. Thou shalt learn to say “NO”. 
6. Thou shalt schedule time for thyself, and thy supportive network. 
7. Thou shalt switch off, and do nothing regularly. 
8. Thou shalt be boring, untidy, inelegant and unattractive at times. 
9. Thou shalt NOT even feel guilty. 
10. Especially, thou shalt Not be thine own worst enemy, but thy best friend. 
 
Thought this was a good reminder leading into the mad mad world of XMAS. 
 
NEIL’S ANSWERS FOR REDUCING STRESS 
 
1. It’s ok to have another go or to get towed. 
2. It’s ok to let others make their own mistakes (and follow them sometimes). 
3. Go 4WDing - the lawns will wait. 
4. Ditch all those other tasks - go 4WDing! 
5. Say NO to all those other tasks - go 4WDing, buy those accessories! 
6. Schedule time for 4WDing (and your family). 
7. Sometimes it’s ok not to go 4WDing and to do nothing. 
8. We know that - it’s essential for 4WDing. 
9. Especially true when 4WDing and leaving all the other tasks till next weekend. 
10. Well done mate!  Crikey I’m good. What?  Rolled it - nah that wasn’t my fault, just cut the 

corner a bit that’s all. 



Trip Leaders Trip Report 
 
So many times we see, read and enjoy trip reports from people who attend trips organized 
by those unsung heroes, our Trip Leaders. No, I’m nit singing my own praises here, but 
without all-too-few few Trip Leaders, we’d have nowhere to go, indeed no Club.  

 

What I did want to do was give you a Trip Leaders impression of what goes into organiz-
ing a trip, what challenges lie in wait, and perhaps give some hints about what you the trip 
participants can do to help make things run that bit more smoothly.  Whilst most of the 
events I’m about to unfold here happened during the preparation and running of the recent 
Whangamomona Trip, a large and complex trip to organize, the general principles apply to 
all manner of trips both large and small. 

 

OK, so in early April, the general concept of running an away trip to Whangamomona 
forms in the back of the mind. But how to make it happen? Well, I have to decide what the 
scope of the trip is – true the Whangamomona Road is the prime target, but that’s only 
one day (I hope), but what else can we do?  A few phone calls later, and it seems I can 
get consent to visit Aotuhia Station, with its staggering 80km perimeter track. Wow that’ll 
be great. 

 

I already know that there’s accommodation available at the Whangamomona Hotel, and a 
new B&B is supposed going to open up soon. There’s also a great camp site at the Whan-
gamomona Domain, so it looks as though accommodation won’t be a problem.  It’s here 
that for trips like this, I like to sound out a few Members, just to gauge  their reaction to 
what I’m proposing. In this instance, I talk it over with Dave Jones – gotta be good – Dave 
is quite enthused by the idea. Check it out with Grant and Marcus just to confirm, and it 
seems as though everyone agrees – this is a good trip to organize! 

 

Now for a date: decided on first weekend in September – for no particular reason, but it 
fits in with me, it fits in with the Club calendar, so it seems ideal.  At the June General 
Meeting, I decided to announce to the world the general idea of a trip to Whangamomona. 
Calling for a show of hands – absolutely overwhelming!   With numbers like these, even if 
only half of those who put up their hands turn up, it blows my plans for staying in Whanga-
momona. So it’s back to the drawing board for accommodation. 

 

A quick call to Mt Egmont 4WD Club and Bruce “Rake” Cowie yields the suggestion that 
we try Te Wera Camp. Now I know the camp, at least from the road as I drive past, but I’d 
always thought it a bit of a dive, but Rake assures me that they’re in the process of  reno-
vations and it’s really quite splendid now.  So again, it’s off on a phone-a-thon locating Te 
Wera, and who I need to talk to. About now I’m introduced to Carolyne, camp organizer. 
Talking over the various issues, what we want to do, what they’re trying to do, the state of 
the accommodation, the financial state of the Camp. In all about half a dozen calls later, 
we get around to confirming the booking, but bad news – the dates we want have now 
been booked by a school. Back to the drawing board.  

 

A quick call to Marcus, and the date is rearranged for mid-September. Now to confirm with 
Te Wera and Carolyne.  So we have a venue, accommodation, so it’s all go right – wrong. 
Calls to confirm the access to Aotuhia reveal that everyone had forgotten lambing. The 
station manager has to decline our access request, but does suggest we can come back 
later. Great for the future, but for now a disaster.  More phone calls, and there’s a glimmer 
of hope that we might just be able to get into Te Wera Forest. But this is an area closed to 
4WDs for years – even Mt Egmont Club can’t get in there – but you never know!  Just 
about now, I call on the services of Tim Payne, a Member of WRAG, the Whangamomona 
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Road Action Group, to see if he can help with Forest access. And, thankfully, Tim suc-
ceeds in pulling the rabbit out of the hat – the Forest owners agree to a probationary trip 
into their forest – just this once to evaluate impacts. If we don’t screw up their tracks, the 
way may well be open for others to follow.  

 

Rake seems most surprised we gained access where they failed, but he’s rather pleased 
that they may be able to get back into this block once our trip is complete.  OK, so we 
again have a venue, we still have accommodation, so now’s the time to begin the planning 
stages.  Here’s where the planning for this trip is quite unique. We need this to be a highly 
memorable trip for our Members, we need it to be highly memorable to the locals at Te 
Wera and Whangamomona, and we need to make certain that we inject cash back into 
the local community. 

 

WRAG succeeded in gaining funding for the two new bridges along the Old Whanga-
momona Road on the basis that it would bring recreation and tourism back into an other-
wise severely depressed area. Over $129,000 has already been donated by charitable 
trusts, and another $40,000 or so is still being negotiated, but all this based on the belief 
that the local community and economy can be invigorated by reopening the Old Road.  

 

So now I feel the obligation to deliver – but how?  More planning as the various parts of 
the weekend begin to fall into place.    

 

Idea # 1 - we can arrange photo-shoots so everyone has record of the trip. These I decide 
to be at Aotuhia and The Bridge To Somewhere, and again at the new Arnold Stream 
Bridge.   

 

Idea # 2 – how about afternoon tea at the Whangamomona Hotel. Now’s the time for more 
phone calls and to introduce myself to Clare, the hotel’s landlady. Many calls later, it’s all 
arranged. BUT there’s the MX5 car club coming through at 3:30, so we’re not allowed 
there until after 4:00. Anyhow, light snacks organized for the afternoon.  

 

Idea # 3 – A Barbeque. A lot of phone calls, and talking to people shows that it’s really 
hard to arrange things such as catering in an economy where most able-bodied people 
have packed up and moved on. Eventually however, Carolyne from Te Wera volunteers 
her whole Trust Board to pitch in and do the catering. Finally – sorted. 

 

Idea # 4 – Paul’s projector. This is a two-fold requirement. Firstly to be able to show the 
day’s photographs, and secondly to show movies for the kids. Paul is happy to oblige, so 
many thanks to Paul and Caltex. 

 

Idea # 5 – We don’t want people drinking and driving, so the idea of getting the Whanga-
momona Hotel to run a bar at the Camp is explored, but dismissed in favour of the Club 
purchasing a range of soft drinks, wines and beers for distribution with the barbeque. 

 

All sorted now? It seems so.  During All this, I’ve had to prepare itineraries, trip sheets, 
information sheets and all the mass paraphernalia that people expect.  So at the August 
Club Meeting, I open the bookings. Within a very short time, the sheets are filling up. Over 
the next few days, numbers climb to about 30 trucks and 65 people.  

 

Experience tells me that many people book to go on a trip, but for one reason or another 
decide not to go. On this trip, such behaviour would be quite anti-social, since numbers 
are limited and lots want to go. So I have to get money up front. OK, so more paperwork 
as booking forms are prepared and posted to all who wanted to attend.  Between now and 
September Club Night, the money rolls in. Bookings have grown now to 42 vehicles and 
88 people – and all paid up front. This has to be a Club record!  Te Wera Camp have sent 
out a plea for help, they’ve agreed to run the barbeque, but the trust is so broke that they 
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can’t afford to purchase the food. A 
quick call to Roger and a cheque is 
on its way – thanks Roger. 

 

Can anything else go wrong? 

 

Well, in the week before we’re due 
to go, the gearbox in my aged 
Range Rover decides to pack a 
sad. Since I don’t really fancy driv-
ing Persephone all the way to 
Whangamomona, and my trailer is 
also my accommodation, I desper-
ately need to replace the gearbox.  
With much terrific help from Steve 
Lacey, the gearbox is finally re-
placed only the day before I set off. 
An old secondhand unit I’d had 
lying about here for years is put in 
on the basis it can’t be any worse 
than the one already in there – and 
a good call. The new gearbox is 
quiet and nice and notchy – so 
surely now nothing else can go 
wrong? 

 

Wrong again. One of my dogs who 
was scheduled to go into the ken-
nels developed problems and had 
to be taken to the vets. The advice 
was that he was running a tempera-
ture and shouldn’t be allowed to go 
to kennels – but what of the trip?  Another quick call to Carolyne at Te Wera, and she’s 
happy for the dogs to come with me, so problem solved now OK? 

 

Packing was all supposedly to be done on Thursday night, but of course the Gods con-
spire yet again to put a spanner in the works. Not only did I have to finish putting in the 
gearbox with Steve, but a call-out from the office saw me spend the rest of that evening 
fixing problems for ANZ Bank.  With packing now belayed until Friday morning, I’m run-
ning late, but at least I’m off. Six hours later, I roll into Te Wera Camp, late, but at least I’m 
there. 

 

Now it’s at this point where most other peoples trip reports will kick in. The actual running 
of the trip itself is a breeze by comparison. The behind the scenes work is all completed, 
and from here on it’s plain sailing. Sure things crop up to challenge the smooth running of 
the trip, but these are quite normal and nothing to get upset about. Considering what has 
gone before, running the trip is simplicity itself. 

 

Thanks to all who helped me during the planning stages, and to all who helped make the 
whole trip one of the most memorable I have ever experienced. 

 

Andy 

 

Oh, if you were expecting a trip report on the actual trip itself – I think I’ll leave that to 
someone else – I’ve done enough……… 





Help Wanted 
 

Vehicles and drivers for trips into the Akatarawas 
for H

2
O Upper Hutt 

Morning and afternoon trips 

 

Tuesday 07 January 2003 
 

Please contact Ron on 563 7907 

Winch Challenge Results. 
 
First: 
Mike Smith & Wayne Smith from Australia in a 
Range Rover with Simex tyres& a Warn 8274 winch.  
1356 points 
Second: 
Bruce Hughes & Blair Howden from Southland in a 
Toyota Hilux (P76 V8) with Simex tyres& a Toyota 
winch (Warn 8274 copy).  1342 points 
Third: 
Steven Hudson (Huddy) & Steven Tjepkema (Chip) 
from Australia in a Nissan GQ Patrol SWB Ute with 
Simex tyres & a Warn 8274 winch.  1331 points 
 
4th Adrian Cauchi  Australia  Rangie 
5th  Darren Green  Australia Patrol 
6th  Dave Broome  NZ  Suzuki Samurai 
7th  Michael Whyte  NZ   Patrol 
8th  Michael Dransfield  NZ   Vitara 
9th  Gary Batchelor  NZ   Patrol 
10  Colin Brewer  NZ   Patrol 
 

For your info, the top 12 competitors were all using Simex tyres. 
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For Sale 
 

PTO winch off a 1988 Landcruiser 
Complete with power takeoff, shaft, front bumper & cab control 

In as new condition 
 

Phone Ron on 563 7907 



Hello?  "Hi honey, this is Daddy... Is your Mummy near the phone?" 

"No, Daddy. She's upstairs in the bedroom with Uncle Frank."  After a brief pause, 

Daddy says, "But you haven't got an Uncle Frank, honey!"  "Oh yes, I do, and he's 

upstairs in the bedroom with Mummy right now." 

"Uh, Okay, then.....here's what I want you to do.  Put down the phone, run upstairs 

and knock on the bedroom door and shout to Mummy and Uncle Frank that Daddy's 

car just pulled up outside the house."  "Okay, Daddy!" 

A few minutes later, the little girl comes back to the phone.  "Well, I did what you 

said, Daddy."  "And what happened?" he asks.  "Well, Mummy got all scared, jumped 

out of bed with no clothes on and ran around screaming, then she tripped over the 

rug and fell down the stairs and she's not moving any more.  "Oh no...and what about 

Uncle Frank?"  "He jumped out of bed with no clothes on too, and he was all scared 

and he jumped out the back window into the swimming pool.... but he must have for-

got that last week you took out all the water to clean it, so he hit the bottom of 

the swimming pool and he's not moving either." 

**** long pause*** 

Then Daddy says, "Swimming pool??? Is this 597-7039?" 
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Committee Meeting Highlights 

 

 Odlins Rd letter to the club.  The letter tabled at the last clubnight was discussed in 

detail and the decisions reached will be mentioned at club night and documented for 
next month's Chronicle. 

 Johnson's Rd.  A request for some monies for the Johnson's Rd court case has been 

received by the club, a similar request has gone to all nearby clubs. Agreed to donate 
$2,000 and provide loan to cover other funding. 

 Communications.  A FM transmitter to translate the club radio into the FM band (listen 

only) is being investigated to assist in running trips with numbers of radio-challenged 
participants.  If this was to go ahead, the transmit power would be limited to the legal 
maximum." 

 Membership.  The membership list has been finalised and everyone who hasn't paid 

contacted to ensure they were happy to be removed from the membership list. 

 Long Gully.  The area of Long Gully that is used for club champs is not going to be 

used for a while to allow the land to regenerate. 

 Long Membership Badges.  Agreed that these will be issued at the annual awards 

ceremony, soon after the AGM each year 

 Membership Survey. Draft tabled, to be worked through next month. 

 Fundraiser Policy. This was agreed and will be published on the MemberZone. Some 

details of how to work the policy are still to be agreed. 

 Trip Fees. Agreed that the long-established policy of not charging the $5 trip fee for 

away trips was to remain in force, even though it had not been discussed during the 
trip fee debates earlier this year. 

 MemberZone. This mine of club information and resources on our website is being 

continually updated. 

 Trip Leaders' packs have been set up, ready for the trip leaders' training day on 9/11. 
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Cross Country Vehicle Club (Wellington) Inc 
Club Champs results 

Round II  -  Long Gully 29/09/2002 

Driver Vehicle Score Place 

Mark Stockler Landcruiser 985 1 

Bruce Tustin Jeep 965 2 

Craig Smith Jeep 845 3 

Jim Johnson Suzuki 800 4 

Gerald Bull Suzuki 785 5 

John Dixon Landcruiser 730 =6 

Layne Jones Suzuki 730 =6 

John Lau Landcruiser 680 8 

Antony Royal Nissan 475 9 

Roger Seymour Nissan 370 10 

Neil Blackie Land Rover 365 11 

Mark Wilson Landcruiser 230 12 

Larry Haines Nissan 220 13 

Andrew Gee Vitara 140 14 

Dudley Harris Discovery 100 15 

Andrew Farmer Landcruiser 60 16 

Mike Walczak Pajero 10 17 

Chris McManus Land Rover 0 18 

Brief history of the Austin Champ - by John Mastrangelo  (ex internet) 
 
BACKGROUND 
During WWII a prototype 4x2 "jeep" was produced in the United Kingdom.  The War ended 
early and it was 1947 before "Project Car 4x4 5 cwt FV1800 series" was launched. That year, it 
is believed two or three vehicles, known as "Gutty" were produced by the Nuffield Organisation. 
These were 4x4 field cars. One vehicle may have had the civilian registration "370 OP". The 
other two were JLR 490, surviving today at the defunct "Beverley" museum, and the other one 
was "JLR 491".  JLR 490 had a vertical cut radiator grille, while JLR 491 had a horizontal one. 
Both were fitted with a flat four petrol engine and four forward and one reverse x two transmis-
sion. This design did not carry on in the later vehicles. On the 27 August 1948, contract number 
6 veh 2387 was signed with Wolseley Cars for a total of 12 Mudlarks" 4x4 cars. All were fitted 
with the new RollsRoyce B40 petrol engines. One seems to have been fitted with a hard top.  
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Some can be seen in the 1957 film "Quartermass" driven by zombies. 
 
During 1950/51, Austin assembled a few preproduction "champs". These were very similar to 
the final design but carried some "Mudlark" ideas, such as the suspension mountings etc…  
They differed from the final design in the following ways:  aluminium steering wheel, fuel filter 
fitted behind rear axle, rear "winch" panel rectangular, instead of triangular, generator panel in 
front of driver, cables to gen panel in different location, no pioneer tools brackets, torsion bar 
mountings and dash panel. 
  
QUANTITY PRODUCTION 
The main customer was the British Army, with the one and only major contract 6 VEH 5531, 
signed on 1 August 1951 for 15000 vehicles. These were now known as TRUCKS 1/4 TON 4X4 
COMBAT TRUCK [CT], part of the new "CT" range of British "B" or soft skin vehicles. The CT 
range was reclassed as General Service in 1958.  The chassis numbers were to run from 001 to 
15001. Chassis No 10000 was not to be part of this order due to the way the War Office regis-
trations were to be allocated. Chassis No 001 became 00 BE 01, No 9999= 99 BE 99, No 
10001=00 BF 01 etc... Chassis No 10000 would have been 00 BF 00! This chassis No was 
allocated to a civilian model exported to Jeddah in Saudi Arabia. The full range of WO registra-
tions was 00 BE 01 to 99 BE 99 and 00 BF 01 to 50 BF 01.  However, amendments were made 
to the contract fairly soon afterwards. Chassis No’s 1437 to 1500 [14 BE 37 to 15 BE 00] were 
cancelled, and so were chassis No’s 11798 to 15001 [17 BF 98 to 50 BF 01].   
 
Production runs: 
  YEAR BUILT    CHASSIS No’s  TOTAL 
            Jan 1952 to Jan 1953   001 to 1618   1555, less 64 cancelled. 
            Jan 53 to Jan 1954   1619 to 4840   3221 
            Jan 54 to Jan 1955   4841 to 8276   3435 
            Jan 55 to Dec 1955   8277 to 11797   3520 
     
Note: these figures are VERY approximate, some FFW are known to have been manufactured 
in 1954, and the late FFW were built in early 1956.  It is believed that some of these were also 
transferred to other government departments after WO registration, and were issued with new 
registrations, either civilian or under the "BT" range. Some were handed over to Iraq circa 1956.  
All were manufactured as standard cargo or ffw, with four optional "kits". The official versions 
were as follows: 
 
FV 1801A [as manufactured] Basic cargo screened for radio used by all arms of the army. 
FV 1801A/1 [as manufactured] Basic ffw radio veh. Used mainly for radio work. 
FV 1801A/2 Ambulance, temporary.  Few used in this form. 
FV 1801A/3 Cable layer, temporary. Signals, more used. 
FV 1801A/4  Machine gun mount, temporary. Not Armoured. 
FV 1801A/5 Armoured, temporary. 30 known conversions. 
     
Note: 50 kits for FV 1801A/5 [armour] listed as purchased at a cost of 100 pounds each.  During 
1953, some standard Champs were modified to "Land Rover" type body in an attempt to make 
these vehicles more useful. One was 02 BE 15 [chassis No 215].   The result in August 1953 
was the FV 1802A Utility model. One is known to survive in Germany today, but actual produc-
tion total is unknown. Advertised in 1954 as an option to the open "jeep" type bodied model, the 
cost put everybody off! The body was "fitted" on top of the modified standard chassis. This new 
body was similar, if not the same, as the type found on Austin Gipsys from 1958.  The front 
hubs "caps" on the early Gipsys were the same as Champs, and the idea of independent sus-
pension was also carried over. The Gipsy was Austin's attempt to compete with the land Rover 
after the end of the Champ project in 1956.  
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A simpler and cheaper 4x4 was what Austin needed after all the failed 
"simplifications" carried out on the Champ!. To try and "convert" a CT 
vehicle into a commercial success, (and succeed!), would have been 
very difficult.  The Austin Champ was manufactured by Austin, may I 
add here Austin did not design the Champ but only got the contract to 
assemble it, in three different forms: 
             WN-1 Military, 24 volts, waterproof, Rolls-Royce B40 engine 
             WN-2 Military, 24 volts, waterproof, Austin A90 engine. [Very 
 rare] 
             WN-3 Civilian, 12 volts, Austin A90 engine, quite rare. 
Production runs all types: Years manufactured Quantity produced   
             1952  326 
             1953  3721 
             1954  4038 
             1955  3531 
             1956  1825 
     
TOTAL: 12991. Production ceased in May 56. 
 
Austin had the greater capacity for production, their engines are basical-
ly the same as the Rolls model. They differ in that they have pressed 
steel rocker and exhaust valve covers, and are not fitted on production 
with the engine data ticket holder located on the thermostat housing. 
They are of the same quality! The last FFW fitted with a RR B40 Mk5A 
is recorded as chassis No 9901. The highest engine number for a RR 
B40 Mk2A is 2767 on 07 BE 72.  The lowest RR B40 Mk5A is 3012 on 
92 BE 37, and the highest is 5862 on 10 BF 23, [ this replaced 62754 in 
1978]. These are from my records.  To conclude, the first batch of 
WN1's for the British Army was registered on 28 March 1952 and the 
last one, 17 BF 88 on the 18 July 1956. The average length of WO use 
was circa 10 years, a few only lasted weeks due to crashes! Most dis-
posals were in the UK and Germany [BAOR]. I know of disposals in 
Africa[ Kenya, etc...], Middle East, the Americas and the Far East. In 
other words, anywhere that was in the British Empire 
 

 

Only in Australia… 
 

 can a pizza get to your house faster than an ambulance 

 do Supermarkets make the sick people walk all the way 

to the back of the store to get their Panadols etc while 
healthy people can buy cigarettes at the front 

 do banks leave both doors open and chain the pen to 

the counter 

 do we leave cars worth thousands of dollars in the 

driveway, and store our junk in the garage. 
do we live by the saying "you're never too drunk if you 
can still find the floor” 

 
Stand proud Aussies....!!! 
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Family Shiny:  
Description:  Family trip. These trips will be straightforward and will usually include some degree 
of guidance in driving techniques as necessary.  
Drivers:  Particularly suited to family outings and drivers new to off-road driving, this category is 
also open to anybody who enjoys this style of trip.  
Members:  Anybody is welcome, especially prospective new members. 
Vehicles:  An important objective is minimal challenge and minimal risk to vehicles. Club safety 
equipment is mandatory for club members; it is not mandatory for non-members although it is 
recommended for vehicles once their drivers have participated in one or two trips. All open or 
soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 

 

Shiny 4x4:  
Description:  More difficult family trips, for shiny wagons and drivers with some experience who 
want more challenge and don’t mind minor bush marks etc on their vehicles.  
Drivers:  Must have some experience, preferably from the driver training provided by the club. 
Particularly important are experience in stropping, failed hill climbs, steep descents and sidlings. 
Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if 
they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they  
are members of another club and have adequate experience. 
Vehicles:  Vehicles must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the 
club’s document “Vehicle Safety & Equipment Inspections”. This applies to all vehicles on the 
trip. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 

 

Club 4x4:  
Description:  Challenging trips, for experienced drivers. There will be steep and challenging 
terrain, modestly deep water and mud, likelihood of bush marks. 
Drivers:  Must have experience beyond that required for Shiny 4x4 trips, including water 
crossings and vehicle recovery. 
Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if 
they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 
experience. 
Vehicles:  Must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the club’s 
document “Vehicle Safety & Equipment Inspections”. This applies to all vehicles on the trip. 
Accessories such as high-lift jacks, externally mounted spare tyre, bush bars and multiple 
jacking points are of advantage. Winches are often particularly useful. Generally a short 
wheelbase vehicle is better suited for the tight tracks. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a 
roll bar or roll cage. 

 

Hard Yakka:  
Description:  Difficult trips with very challenging terrain and surfaces, where winching, digging, 
and vehicle damage are all a possibility! 
Drivers:  Experienced drivers only. 
Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if 
they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 
experience. 
Vehicles:  As per the Club 4x4 category. In addition, a roll-bar or roll-cage is recommended for 
all vehicles on Hard Yakka trips. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 
Often a winch is mandatory on a Hard Yakka trip; this will be specified on the Trip Information 
Sheet.  

Trip Categories (01/06/02) 









CALL US

TOLL FREE

For all your 4WD and 2WD 

purchases, produce your CCVC 

membership card and receive a 

generous 20% discount.

Hours

Mon - Fri 8:00am - 5:30pm

Saturday 10:00am - 1:00pm
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