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Front cover picture:  I think this picture may require a little explanation, 
especially the bit showing a strop attached to the front of a Pajero!!! 

Hi there 
 
Another pretty quiet month for me again, 
still haven’t even managed to wash all the 
West Coast mud off the Nissan yet. Never 
mind, will get there eventually, must 
change the oil first. 
 
This next club night is an another im-
portant meeting - it’s the club’s 35th Annu-
al General Meeting as this year is the 
club’s 35th anniversary.  I hope as many 
as possible come along, and there’s no 
need to panic, you won’t get given a job to 
do unless you want one! 
 
John Vruink is now taking bookings for the 
35th anniversary dinner on Sat 10th June 
- note that we are combining this with the 
annual club presentation night. Only $35 
per person, limited numbers and there’s 
the usual major prize of rubber as well, so 
get your tickets soon. 
 
 
Alan... 

Editorial Ramblings 
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CCVC Presidents Report for the year 2005 to 2006 
 
It would be only right for me to begin by heaping lots of praise upon all the members 
of our team, not just the Club Officers, but all the committee people who have worked 
together to make the Club run as smoothly as one could wish for. It is not possible to 
mention each person because they each have done so much. Special thanks to Jeff 
Simpson who is retiring from the Treasurers position. Jeff in particular has bought a 
new era of electronics to our treasury. Happily most of the committee and officers 
have made themselves available for re election. The position of President of CCVC is 
not at all difficult when I am lucky enough to be surrounded by such a great team of 
dedicated people all carrying out there own tasks and giving support to the rest. 
 

Probably the four big issues this past year have been Deadwood, Tow Hooks, Tu-
rangi, and land access.  
 

Deadwood was a success and that has all been talked about. Recently the Club 
chose to give all the money to rescue services, a choice I can say that we on the 
Deadwood subcommittee had talked about right at the beginning. There is a need 
however to have a specific purpose already settled when we decide to run another 
Deadwood. 
 

Tow Hooks was a very significant issue which brought out lots of opinions and feel-
ings, but worth the effort to settle it. We would be putting ourselves at risk as Club 
Officers if we did not tidy up these sorts of Safety issues. While some of you may 
have been upset about having to spend time and money on tow hooks, just think of 
the time and money we as Club Officers may have to spend if we failed to take es-
sential precautions. 
 

Turangi is on going so I will not comment either way because as I write this we have 
not had the vote. Thanks however to the 60k people for all the effort and input into 
this project. Without these guys nothing would have happened in any direction and 
we would not even have the investment of the land. I can add however through per-
sonal experience that property in Turangi has at least doubled in the past two years 
and vacant sections near to the CCVC property have just sold at six times their pur-
chase price, purchased in February 2005. The point being that whatever we do at 
Turangi, all or nothing, the money invested was well invested. 
 

Land access will become a bigger issue each and every year. We are constantly 
under threat of land block closures, and thanks to huge ongoing efforts of our Land 
Access manager, Grant Purdie, the Club retains access to key areas through man-
aged access arrangements put in place by Grant over the past years. Land access 
management is probably the most important role in the Club, without it being a suc-
cess we would all be having fun driving around the local car park on a rainy day look-
ing for a puddle. 
 

In summary, the Club is healthy and secure, both financially and physically. It is do-
ing its job providing and conducting 4WD trips and 4WD training to members.  
 
Its been a pleasure – Roger Seymour.  
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In accordance with club policy, the following equipment is required on all Club trips: 

 

 1. Front and rear tow hooks, correctly fitted 2. Shovel  
 3. Fire extinguisher     4. First-aid kit  
 5. Basic tool kit     6. Kinetic rope or strop
          7. Roll bar or cage for all open / soft top vehicles 

     8.  Spare tyre and wheel changing equipment 

 

If these items are not present in your vehicle at the beginning of a trip, the trip lead-
er has the authority to exclude you from the trip.  Details are set out in the Club’s 
Vehicle and Equipment Inspection document.  All member vehicles going on club 

trips must display a current club vehicle inspection sticker. 

Equipment Required 

Trip / Convoy Rules: 
 

1. The trip leader is always in charge. Please recognise their authority follow 
their instructions and give him / her the respect they deserve 

2. No dogs or firearms 
3. Guests on a Club outing are the responsibility of the Club member who invited 

them 
4. No drinking and driving 
5. Keep the vehicle immediately behind in sight. This is particularly important 

when you come to a turnoff. There is no excuse for vehicles taking the wrong 
track because of the driver in front not obeying this rule 

6. Keep your position in the convoy  i.e.  no passing 
7. Watch vehicle spacing on public roads to ensure that public vehicles 
 can pass in safety 
8. Make sure the vehicle in front has cleared an obstacle before you 
 attempt it 
9. If you must leave the convoy, inform someone 
10. Respect the environment 
11. Expect to provide a write-up and / or photos for the Club newsletter from time 
 to time if you participate in Club trips. 

Trip Categories 
Please be aware that the trip category requirements and any additional requirements 
as detailed on the Trip Information Sheet for the trip will be strictly enforced for safety 

reasons.  The Trip Leader is able to waive a particular requirement for a trip, if the 
circumstances of the trip permit.  The Committee requires Trip Leaders to turn away 
vehicles or drivers that do not comply.  The updated trip category definitions are in-

cluded towards the end of the Chronicle.   

 

It should also be noted that if a trip does not have a Trip Information Sheet in 
the Chronicle or it doesn’t appear on the CCVC website, then it may not be an 

official club trip and the club insurance policy may not apply. 
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Upcoming
Events

Apr 15-16:  Silverstone Race to the Sky.  Snow 
farm access road, Cardrona Valley. Website 
www.racetothesky.com 
Apr 22:  Easy Loans New Zealand Off-Road 
National Championship.  North Island (Nat) 
enduro at Hawkes Bay. Contact Mark Baker at 
mark.baker@ihug.co.nz or www.oranz.co.nz 
Apr 29:  Auckland 4x4 / ARB Come Up Winch 
Continuous Winch Day.  Non competition full on 
fun day, for those who have some experience 
and would like more. Limited numbers of partici-
pants & spectator vehicles. In conjunction with 
Pukerau 4WD & Kiwi Overland, 45min from cen-
tral Auckland. See www.pukerau.co.nz or phone 
09 292 2825.  
Apr 30:  4WD Challange, Rotorua.  (Western 
Heights High School fundraiser). Purpose 4WD 
tracks not open to public through bush, mud & 
water. Suitable for all shiny 4WD’s, one day 
event, lunch provided. Look under fundraising at 
www.whhs.school.nz for entry forms or contact 
Bevan 
 or Jocelyn on kanjo@ihug.co.nz 
May 6 & 7:  NZ4WD magazine readers Pouto 
trip.  Two one day trips in the Pouto area, contact 
subs@adrenalin.co.nz 
May 6:  Easy Loans New Zealand Off-Road 
National Championship.  South Island (Nat) 
enduro at Nelson. Contact Mark Baker at 
mark.baker@ihug.co.nz or www.oranz.co.nz 
May 14:  Middle Districts Lions Club Annual 
4WD Rally.  Bulls District, Scotts Ferry, limited 
numbers, $50 per vehicle. Contact Murray mills 
06 3269 619 or mdmills@clear.net.nz  
May 20:  Rodney Off Road Annual 4x4 Camp-
ing & Garage Sale.  9am Puhoi Sportsground, 
Puhoi. 
May 21:  Extreme 4WD—Cookes Snatchmas-
ter Short Course Enduro.  Wet or fine, see 
www.extreme4wd.co.nz for details 
Jun 2-4:  Northland Winch Challenge.  To be 
held in Whangarei, for details contact Darin 
Neeley on 021 330 637 
 
 
Details in the column appear courtesy of Sam Parker, 

publisher of the New Zealand 4WD and Sportvehicles 
magazine.  Potential participants should contact the 
event organiser; CCVC cannot take responsibility for any 
changes or inadvertent inaccuracies. 

Vehicle Inspectors 

Dayal Landy 
Gold Coast Mechanical 
2 Epiha St 
Paraparaumu 
Ph.  04 902 9244 
 
Antony Hargreaves 
Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd 
2 - 6 Hawkins St 
Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 569 3485 
 
Dave Bowler 
Bowler Motors Ltd 
11 Raiha St 
Porirua 
Ph.  04 237 7251 
 
Gary Young 
VTNZ Upper Hutt 
847 Fergusson Dr 
Upper Hutt 
Ph.  04 527 0501 
or 025 686 7689 
 
Grant Guy 
Richard Blair 
G Guy Motors 
61-63 Thorndon Quay 
Wellington 
Ph.  04 472 2020 
 
Carl Furniss 
Wellington 4WD Specialists 
26 Hawkins Street 
Lower Hutt 
Ph. 04 976 5325 
 
Jim Johnson 
Ph. 04 938 9404 or 021 389 404 
 
Chris Stevenson 
403 Ohiro Rd 
Brooklyn 
Wellington 
Ph. 027 249 3319 
 
 
 
NB:  Please remember to call and 
make an appointment before turn-
ing up for an inspection! 
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Pauatahanui 2006. 
 
Hi guys - no drama just a note of thanks. Last year no trucks plenty people, this year plenty 
trucks no people, typical.  Interesting both the organisers and ourselves made about the same 
money, you could argue we made double last year as this year we had 70% of the income dis-
posable at our behest, last year only 33%.  Last year nearly 2000 freebies were given away this 
year essentially none so those through the gate all paid and sponsorship had covered all costs 
so a successful day. 
 
After costs our contribution to Westpac Life Flight Trust will be $712.25  
  
Special thanks to Greg Crayford first up, last to leave, (that could have something to do with 
owning a Toyota) loved it so much he performed the compulsory roll, sucked up to the ranger, 
took the rangers wife for a ride, I bet he did and stayed the night; with his own wife and family in 
the camper!!, Great effort Greg 
 
Roger, for giving away a weekend in Rotten Rua and keeping the horses reined in,   
Brian Howat for turning out to essentially a family shiny for the first time years but giving some 
people a real surprise, and Leroy for getting involved because he just can’t help himself! 
  
As to the team on the hill, huge, you contributed 60% of the income 
  
How do we know the numbers? Well Jerry can’t help himself, Mr Analysis, thanks Jerry not only 
for that but for collecting together all the c*** we need to run the day.  All up excellent effort, 
Noel your calls worked well and, we’ve got ourselves a 4x4 track at Battle hill for the future! 
 
And a big heads-up to you, Paul, for putting this all together with such good form and humour. It 
was a great weekend. Thanks very much.  If there’s a next year you can count on my truck, 
hopefully upright the entire time… (Greg) 

Notice is hereby given that the 2006 Annual General Meeting of 

the Cross Country Vehicle Club (Wellington) Inc will be held on 

Wednesday 12th April 2006 at the Petone Workingmans Club, 

Udy Street, Petone. The AGM will commence immediately after 

the April club meeting. 
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The club has the following sub committees running currently 
 
 60k: Grant Purdie with Antony Royal, Bruce Mulhare, Eric Bon, John 

Vruink & Mark Wolstenholme 
 Club Recovery:  Rodney Bracefield 
 Deadwood:  Roger Seymour 
 Police SAR:  Jim Johnson and Gavin Holden 
 Safety:  Andrew Farmer with Carl Furniss, Grant Purdie, John Kow-

alczyk & Ray Harkness 
 Trip Leaders Forum:  Carl Furniss with any trip leaders who turn up 
 Web Project: Mark Wilson with Andrew Farmer, Grant Purdie, Jay 

Montilla & Marcel van Dorrestein 
 
The club also has the following external organisation liaison people  

 

Akatarawa Recreational Access Committee:  Grant Purdie & Giles Sullivan 
Foxton Beach Coast Care:  Grant Purdie & Bruce Mulhare 
Friends of Belmont:  Roger Seymour 
Greater Wellington Regional Council: Grant Purdie & Ralph Dobson 
Horowhenua District Council:  Grant Purdie 
Public Access New Zealand:  Ralph Dobson 
Tread Lightly!:  Ralph Dobson 
Wellington City Council:  Grant Purdie & Barry Insull 
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Trip Co-ordinators Report for the year – by Marcel. 
 
This has been a year of significant change as the Trip Co-ordinator for club, 
petrol went up by 50% which has potentially changed the participation level 
in trips, and the Web based Trip Planning system came on-line. 

 

The Change in format of the Trip Information Sheet in the back of each 
month’s magazine is just the thin end of the wedge for the Web project.  
Now changes made in planning are reflected in all the planning sections and 
the magazine automatically instead of me having to remember to make the 
changes in 5 places.  This alone has removed lots of my mistakes.  Moving 
forward we still have to integrate the old public and members websites with 
further improvements planned that will see some trip leaders being able to 
lodge their own trips.  So Andrew Farmer, Mark Wilson, Grant Purdie (and a 
few others over the time), you’ve done an AWESOME job, a huge thanks to 
all involved. 

 

Trip Leaders and Competitions, without guys organising these there’d be no 
trips.  Planning routes or hazards, gaining approval / land access and com-
mitting to run an event sometimes 6 to 8 weeks in the future is FANTASTIC !  
Now think about that for a moment…. Especially those of you that ring up 
the evening before an event to book your attendance… these guys are com-
mitting 8 weeks in advance so that you can know about the trip and plan 
your weekends.  So next time you see a Trip Leader at the bar… remem-
ber… That man deserves a DB. 

 

The struggle to find new venues continues and we can see that continued 
access is directly dependant on our good behaviour and the excellent work 
and ambassadorship that a few of our members take on to keep access 
open.  For instance Roger with Belmont, and Grant with Foxton.  Recently I 
lead a trip a Foxton, the local Police came over to say hi and said that it was 
good to see us back again. I bet there’s not many 4x4 folk that can claim to 
have a conversation like that with a Policeman.  It makes me proud to be 
part of a strong and responsible club. 

 

Fun, excitement, adventure and white knuckled fear have all been available 
for those that got active during the year.  We’ve hosted Deadwood, offered 
rides in tough events to drivers of shiny and family trucks, continued to run a 
variety of Family and away trips, thanks Ron, Paul and John V, ran an exten-
sive competition program and shown a heap of photos at clubnites.  

 

Next year we want to see everyone involved, talk about your adventure at 
clubnite, share your experience and excitement and you’ll inspire others to 
share theirs. 

 

See you in the Mud – Cheers Marcel.      
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OHINEWAIRUA  Feb 4
th

- 6
th

 2006 
 

This was another one of those classy John Vruink led trips that has become 
a must on the “To Do” list for the year.  Having been on this trip some years 
previous I knew the general layout of the Station and where we would be 
camping, and also hoping for some fine weather to really be able to cruise 
around the awesome scenery. 

 

I took a ½ off day on Friday and finished packing up the Surf, the kids were 
still on school holiday and so we could get under way before the moving 
metal monster of Wellington traffic clogged the route north.  A brief stop at 
Taihape to fuel up and fill up with fresh water also (ok, so a pie, coke and 
peanut slab too!!). Trying to remember the turn off took a few moments as 
the detour just on the outskirts had me hoping we heading in the right direc-
tion. 

 

Arrived in good time to change the A/Ts for the muds and get some basics 
sorted for the night at the shearers quarters. As others arrived we soon had 

a collection of kids and 
torches on the prowl for 
frogs, and anything else 
slimy and noisy, the adven-
ture had begun! 

 

Just as things got very dark 
we noticed some very dim 
lights approaching, thinking 
that the driver should have 
his headlights on and not hid 
side lights, was surprised to 
a red Surf pull up revving his 
engine…not a great start to 
the trip for Gary. The alter-
nator only giving about 9 
volts was not keeping the 
battery happy. 

 

The morning saw us packing 
up and heading off to the 
lower shearing quarters and 
hence our camping ground 
by the river on a perfect 
sized piece of flat real es-
tate. Tents were put up and 

(Continued on page 12) 
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greeting exchanged, and a decision was made to have lunch and head off 
for an afternoon explore up to the bluffs. 

 

John did give his best impression of being lost but all knew he really did 
know where he was going……!! Still it was fun to have whole paddock to 
zoom around on as long as we headed in the general direction, and via 
some rolling hills and a boggy little gully where all who tried got to practice 
some recovery techniques. Was very thought full of those who got bogged 
to pick a place that the kids could enjoy finding tadpoles in. Here we ful-
filled1of our trip rules, get mud on the sunroof. 

 

The most spectacular place for me is the bluffs; I won’t even try to describe 
the view from here, as I don’t have the skills in the English language to do it 
justice. The only way we found in our truck was said by Lucas, my 8yr old, 
who said “it’s, it’s, it’s, it’s, it’s,……”. The mystery of the round fossils rocks 
in a pile at top is cool and made for some great close up shots.  We zig 
zagged our way down the bluffs and headed back to camp, with a little side 
detour for those who wanted. 

 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Wasn’t long before the kids were in the river swimming and making a dam, 
( ok, so I was in there too!!) while the adults enjoyed some refreshments 
and started to crank up the BBQs.  John went round seeing what sort of 
interest there would be in a night drive up the river. So as the food had set-
tled and before too many more refreshments were dispatched a hardy 
bunch of ½ a dozen trucks disappeared into the black. It always amazes 
me what a different atmosphere a night drive brings, the wash of the head-
lights makes the way ahead a little more of an adventure and sharpens the 
senses (you hope!) 

 

We wandered up stream for awhile cris crossing the river multiple times, 
with John skilfully showing us where the deep parts were to avoid, did your 
jandals float down stream or stay within the cabin?  The river tho not big 
had some nice size banks to find the entry and departure angles of some 
vehicles, or were they just making the banks smaller for following vehicles? 
thoughtful bunch eh.  Arriving back at camp some readied themselves for 
bed, while others readied themselves for a session into the wee hours.  

 

Sunday dawned fine and when all the sleepy dust had been rubbed from 
the eyes and brekkie dishes finished we got ready for a long days driving. 
There was so much done on this day that it would be journal all on it’s own 
so I won’t attempt to give all the detail.  We worked our way back up stream 
going over the route from the night before, wasn’t long before we found a 
nice play area and most had fun seeing how far mud could be thrown from 
there tyres at full noise. Life brings some great opportunities along and 
when they come make the most of it, so we through again and again. Here 
we fulfilled trip rule No 2, become the muddiest truck on the trip.  

 

Hey whose kids do we have in the back?, we left Upper Hutt with 2 now we 
have 3 and only 1 is ours, the kids got on so well with each other that con-
stantly swapped rides throughout the day, enjoying friendship, food and 
laughs with families they had not met before. The adults also enjoyed this 
friendship too, a good crowd to be on a trip with, which helped make this 
trip one of the best I have been on. 

 

Winding our way up the grassy slopes Gordy radioed that this spot was 
very boggy last time, and John replied that it had dried out lots and held no 
problems…so in went Gordy trusting our great and wise leader…ok so it 
didn’t take too long to strop him out, but that sparked another round of fun 
to be had, isn’t life just wonderful.  After some scratchy shiny tracks up to 
back of the station we broke for lunch, and saw wild deer, and a far off 
glimpse of some Kaimanawa horses, a terrific spot for some munchies and 
a breather. 

 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Tyres, Springs, Shocks and Lift 
Kits are now available from 
Firestone Direct in Petone. 

 
Contact Phil on 568 5045 

Are you a new member? Do you get the News emails from the club? Do you have 
access to the club’s website memberzone? If not then have a word with a committee 
member as these are all ways in which the club communicates with it’s members.   

 

Some useful email addresses are: 
   Webmaster@ccvc.org.nz (general web site queries) 
   Lists@ccvc.org.nz (contact the person who administers the list servs) 
   Trips@ccvc.org.nz (contact the Trip Coordinator) 
   Newsletter@ccvc.org.nz (to send stuff to the newsletter editor) 
   Database@ccvc.org.nz (contact the membership database administrator) 
   Access@ccvc.org.nz (contact the Chairman of the Land Access Management Committee) 
   NZFWDAdelegate@ccvc.org.nz  (contact the NZ Four Wheel Drive Association delegate) 
   Treasurer@ccvc.org.nz  (contact the club treasurer) 
   Welfare@ccvc.org.nz  (contact the club welfare officer) 
   David.coxon@xtra.co.nz  (Club night photo submission) 

Please note that if would like to receive club news announcements from 

news@ccvc.org.nz and have an e-mail account, then drop our database administrator an 

email on database@ccvc.org.nz and you will be included on the news list.  Note that this 

is not an automatic thing, you need to ask. 

In 
Association 
with 

mailto:news@ccvc.org.nz
mailto:database@ccvc.org.nz
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We got back down to the valley floor and headed up through the scrub, we 
had 15mins here doing some track clearing for the Station Manager, and 
carried on up to the boundary shared with the armed forces.  A quick break 
and change of kids, and we started for home. It was on this part of the af-
ternoon that the only major damage was done, A guest from Auckland who 
shall remain anonymous, (Richard) gave abit much on the loud pedal and 
shunted the bank heavily. He was down to 3 wheel drive as one front axle 
was broken...Bugger. Some decided to go back to camp and the rest con-
tinued on with Johns Tiki Tours of Ohinewairua. This included several steep 
little guts and some careful manoeuvring around some grandad sized 
scrub, didn’t really use those side mirrors any way Simon. Here the Station 
Managers brother joined us for awhile. He was here to secure some veni-
son for the table.  

 

We revved, slid and drove our way back to camp and arrived not long after 
the others who had left some hours earlier, well it is 48,000 hectares I 
guess, anyone could get lost !  More swimming, refreshments and food 
were on the menu and some tall stories from the day’s events. It didn’t take 
too long for the kids to crash out, and I will admit, me too. That is a very 
long and exhilarating day, and I deserved an early night. 

 

The main reason for writing this report was it was our last trip for some time 
as the V6 Surf is just way too thirsty for us to enjoy many outings, it wasn’t 
because I broke something or got stuck, well I am the author and that my 
story, so there. 

 

We missed the Monday the trip as we only had enough juice to get back to 
Taihape. We broke camp and headed out with a few others and met up 
with Station Managers brother at the petrol station who had a nice young 
hind in the tray of his ute. We got home in good time and even got every-
thing packed away ready for the start of school and another working 
week….UUUGGGGHHHH!!!!. Here trip rule No3 got broken, the passenger 
didn’t clean the vehicle! 

 

(Continued from page 13) 

(Continued on page 16) 
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STOLEN 
 

1978 FJ40 Landcruiser 
Purple with white roof, black internal cage, white rims with bfg muds 

pto winch, custom bull and side bars, diesel powered (3b) 
custom interior (fibreglass tunnel and shelf above windscreen) 
MD8020 and it has a large ARB sticker on the back windscreen 

It was stolen from Upland Road in Kelburn between 12 and 1pm on 
Sunday 19/3 so done during the daylight. 

 
Please contact Jaime Clift  027 296 8381 

Thanks to John for his organising and to all who pitched in to pack tents 
and help change tyres, and make this the best trip ever.  

 

If you are thinking of doing an away trip, I have just one thing to say. DO IT. 
 
Paul Bretherton 
K181. 

(Continued from page 15) 

14 Hopper St, Wellington 
PO Box 6817 

Ph 384 4363   Fax 384 4163 

Opening Specials (Sept - Oct) 
Cash and Carry 

 

31 x 10.5 R15 AT  $258 incl 
31 x 10.5 R15 MT  $288 incl 
32 x 11.5 R15 MT  $318 incl 
33 x 12.5 R15 MT  $368 incl 

265 75 R16 AT  $298 incl 
265 75 R16 MT  $328 incl 

 

Other sizes and brands on request 
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The 10 Hour Track – trip report by Marcel. 

 

Man…  I’d just driven it to the top of a pretty nasty hill, I didn’t realise until 
later that other than Roger in ‘The Beast’ my truck was the only one to make 
it up unaided. 

 

It was good and truly dark and drizzling lightly, perfect for a 4 wheel drive 
adventure, I mean what else could we be doing? sitting watching a re-run of 
Desperate House Wife? we’d be warm and dry, but certainly not having this 
much fun. 

 

But this was near the end of the track, we only had a few more sticky bogs 
and a goolies deep waterhole with a 4 foot vertical step on the exit to beat 
and we’d have completed the 10 hour track in the dark.  So about another 4 
hours later we emerged victorious! 

 

A bit dirty, Paul Adams had done his best Star Fish impression on his back 
in the middle of a muddy slippery track, and Tom had shown us that the bog 
wasn’t that deep as he lost his balance and went wadding.  

 

And a bit damaged, Trip sheet had “some damage to corners and sills’, a 
quick look showed it had forgotten to mention doors and windows. The short 
Pajero had  destroyed both doors and a wing mirror was missing …  Well not 
really missing it was in that bog somewhere but no one seemed keen 
on retrieving it, Tom’s Disco was missing a rear side window and stopping 
periodically to “rest” (emitting clouds of steam), Leroy was running on his 
spare tyre and  Mich’s Suzuki has ingested more mud and water then Tom’s 
and Paul’s Gumboots combined and had to be towed back in the dark with 
no lights and no engine from there, (about an hours drive – that’s a WHOLE 
new skill aye Mich!). 

 

We’d had trucks stuck getting into bogs!! Now that’s a first.  We’d used 3 
trucks tied together to pull a fourth up hill on the end of 70 metres of rope 
(that’s quite a few ropes joined), and we’d negotiated a badly rutted, ex-
tremely tight down hill track (and I use the term ‘track’ loosely) between 
trees. 

 

Roger asked what was happening below when I arrived at the top of a hill… 
there had been a lot of discussion on the best way to tackle an obstacle… I 
told Roger I could only assume they need more chiefs down below, we 
laughed… but soon the roar of engines came from below and the trip was 
back on. 

 

Man it was an adventure.  The trip had started on Friday evening about 6:30, 
I rolled home just after 5:00 the next morning so stuffed I’d left my keys 
hanging on the outside of the front door.  But what a great trip – cheers Rog-
er.  I’m sure we’ll be back to re-visit the 10 hour track.  It lived up to its name 
and reputation.  Marcel 
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McKenzie Trail – Evening Recce, Friday 24
th

 March. 
 
Well this is what happens when you go out on a trip with a couple of tough 
trucks,  I got to write the trip report. 

 

Nicky and I booked into Foxton Beach motel, and decided to do all three 
trips on offer, one on Friday, and the two on Saturday.  We popped round to 
Grants place at about 2:40pm and met up with Grant, Ray, and Marcel.  Ray 
and Marcel were travelling in Marcel’s Zook,  Grant in the FJ40 and we had 
our Wrangler Jeep.  We aired down, and headed round to “The Gate”.  Once 
through the gate we meandered through exotic forest for approx one kilome-
tre, and then we were on the trail, which is a clear cut track heading roughly 
north. 

 

It has been 14 years since I was last in the sand, and it brought back a 
whole lot of fond memories.  There were still a few landmarks that had not 
changed after all that time. 

 

Due to the bad weather over the previous few days and all the rain, the sand 

(Continued on page 19) 

Club Member Trades, Services and Supplies 
Bernie McCosker - 15% discount off retail for members licence upgrades and 

endorsements from an LTNZ approved course provider.  021 104 1783. 

Clare Decorators Ltd - House painting (interior / exterior), wallpapering, water 

blasting.  Will do commercial also.  Discount offered to club members.  Ph Larry 

on 567 0902 / 025 538 525 

Murton’s Timbercraft - Custom made furniture and specialists in the restora-

tion and repair of wooden boats.  If it’s made of wood then Peter (boat builder / 

carpenter / joiner) can make or fix it. 

Murton’s Motor Camp - situated in Porirua, handy for when friends and family 

need somewhere to stay.  Ph 04 235 9599, email info@murtons.co.nz or visit 

www.murtons.co.nz 

Nadir Outpost, Tokanui - backpackers home stay in the Catlins region of 

Southland.  Contact the Tilby’s on 03 246 8544, email nadir1@ihug.co.nz or visit  

www.geocities.com/nadir_outpost 

Tinakori Joinery Company Ltd - for all your joinery requirements.  Ph Barry on 

920 0005 or email tinakori@xtra.co.nz 

Viking Lodge Motel, Dannevirke - looking for a place to stay in Dannevirke?  

Then look no further, give Pat Bennett a call on 0800 279 271 
 

I’m sure that there must be club members who would like some free advertising, so if you own your own business and would 
like it mentioned on this page, then please contact the editor on 564 3045 or (preferably) email newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 



Cross Country Chronicle P. 19 

was quite hard and the going was very good.  With the advance advice from 
the front of the convoy we were able to avoid any major scratches, acceler-
ate when needed, and attack hills with then force necessary to get you up 
and over.  Nicky was a bit un-nerved by some of the sidelings, but generally 
the whole ride was like a roller coaster. 

 

One particular climb, Grant asked me to wait while he found a vantage point, 
to view my progress, and instructed me to use some power to climb the hill.  
I overcooked it somewhat, became airborne, jumped the track, ploughed into 
the sand bank, bounced off that, landed “sort of” on the track and clawed my 
way to the top.  It was a bit of a bone jarring experience, but no injuries to us 
or the Jeep.   

 

We had to create a new diversion round the site of an old shipwreck, as 
there was a few rather large bridge spikes sticking out of the sand, and we 
decided to drive round.  We reached the end of the track, stopped, had a 
yarn and a cuppa, then headed back the way we came. 

 

The way back was excellent, and back up the same steep sand hills we had  
descended a little while ago.  It is quite amazing just how well 4wd’s in gen-
eral can climb sand hills.  Unfortunately the two vehicles we travelled with, 
did not have any problems at all……  Both have diff locks, good ground 
clearance, huge tyres, and buckets of grunt. 

 

(Continued from page 18) 

(Continued on page 20) 
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When we got to my little hill, I did not give the Jeep enough curry, and we 
bellied on the crest, Marcel had to back up, and under us, and pull us down 
the hill.  That was a first.  

 

We had by now had been plunged into darkness, and that makes the whole 
deal different.  The track is totally different in the dark, lucky my spot lights 
work so well.  Soon we were back near the beginning and things started 
looking more familiar, Into the forest, watch out for the overhanging branch 
on the left at the end, and out the gate. 

 

Nicky and I both thought the trip was one of the better trips we had done for 
a long time and will certainly be back again. 

 

Thanks Grant, Ray and Marcel for a great trip.  Can’t wait till Saturday and 
the next two. 
 
Gary and Nicky. 

(Continued from page 19) 

Committee Highlights March 2006 

 

New Members 
Barry Carrington - Suzuki  John Seymour - Suzuki 
 

Trip Leaders. 
Marcel van Dorrestein was confirmed as a trip leader.  A trip leader / potential trip 
leader evening was held recently with a practical day to be held in May.  

 

Club Equipment. 
There was a reminder that access to the club containers is restricted and that the 
assets officer and the landowner must be advised prior to anyone doing so. 

 

Entertainment. 
Planning for the 35th anniversary is well under way. 

 

NZFWDA. 
A sub committee has been formed to manage our relationship with the Association to 
ensure that the club receives full benefit from our membership. 

 

Distribution of Deadwood income. 
The presentations to Wellington Free Ambulance and Life Flight Trust are being ar-
ranged for 27th May. Further details to come. 

 

Club Clothing. 
There are to be some changes to the club clothing due to some of the existing shirt 
designs no longer being available. Paul stated that it is some time since he had an 
order for a jacket or vest however he expected this to change with winter approach-
ing. 

 

Club Archives. 
Ralph Dobson is assembling and sorting the club archives with a view to placing 
them in professional storage where they will be safe and all held together rather than 
being spread around as at present. 
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Follow the Leader round Foxton Bowl Sat 25
th

 March 
 
A short trip and therefore a short report, which I was nominated to write for 
my driving inabilities and my abilities to ask daft questions.  

 

Met up at Foxton at just after 10:00 with me planting the boot from Levin as I 
thought I was going to be late. Drivers briefing from Marcel at 10:15 telling 
us we would all get stuck at some point or other, then 10:20 a late arrival so 
Marcel has to brief him, then just as we are about to drive off at 10:30 some-
one else arrives so Marcel has to brief them (think he struggled a bit with this 
last one!). About 8 vehicles in total, ranging from Marcel’s surgically en-
hanced Zook (with Ray riding shotgun) right down to a Suzuki Jimny.  

 

Eventually we drive into the bowl and kind of split up into a couple of chaotic 
groups and start driving around. All easy soft stuff and good practice for the 
McKenzie trail later that afternoon – and did I need the practice!! 

 

Then I spot an interesting, i.e. slightly challenging uphill ridge so decide to 
have a go at it without realising there is quite a dip down onto the other side 
into some harder sand. So foot down to get up and over at speed and bang 
into the dip on the other side – Made quite a noise and bust one of my straps 
holding down my storage gear. Ray H was on top of another ridge taking 

(Continued on page 22) 
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photos and heard the noise, which probably contributed to me writing this, 
but then admitted to be later he had done exactly the same thing while driv-
ing Marcel’s truck (you would have thought he would have learnt from my 
mistake). 

 

An hour or so more of driving all over the place then Marcel takes us for a 
tiki tour round the place – up and down a few ridges and through a few tight-
er gaps to liven it up. Then we line up to go down a narrow trickier bit and 
the first couple of trucks get through ok. Then my turn comes and I approach 
it at all the wrong angles and make a complete mess of it and need strop-
ping backwards. Anyway, I do it easily on my next attempt unlike some of 
the others and Marcel thinks it might be fun to do it backwards and has a go 
to show us how, angles himself sideways against a grassy bank and looses 
his side mirror so the rest of us choose not to follow. On we go up and over 
an “easy looking“ ridge which some of the trucks struggle with but most get 
through – but not me – It was just one of those days. So the words trip report 
are again mentioned over the radio and I sort of nominate myself later on 
when Marcel gets a flat tyre and I ask him “what caused that?”, to which he 
replied “a hole” (there’s a man who knows his truck’s). 

 

(Continued from page 21) 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Stopped for lunch and fixed another flat tyre on an FJ40 and Gary performed 
an Indian rope trick on my storage box to secure it in place (he must have 
been a boy scout at some point), then after lunch a bit more touring round (in 
which I didn’t get stuck) before end time. 

 

Cheers Marcel – All good fun and next time I want some advice about tyres I 
know who not to ask! 

 

A couple of us hung around for the McKenzie trail trip later on and were 
joined by 4 other trucks, and, yes, I did get stuck there, along with everyone 
else (apart from Grant who could probably drive it in his sleep) but I didn’t 
get nominated for the trip report (I hope you have written it Liz !!) 
 
Phil McConville 

(Continued from page 22) 

Not sure who all of 
the people are, but 
they, along with Andy, 
appear to have been 
having a clean-up at 
Terewhiti Station. 
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Pix ex 2006 Wellington 
Interclub Champs 

 
 

(Seems a few people have problems keeping 
wheels on the ground???)  
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Petone Workingmans Club 

 

Sat 10 June 2006 
Drinks from 6:30pm, Dinner at 7:30pm 

 

 

Cost only $35 per person 
(All bookings to John Vruink on 567 1142) 

Major Prize 

 

Spot Prizes 

Membership Badges 

Slides, video’s, memorabilia 

Bring your own memories!! 

CCVC 35th ANNIVERSARY DINNER 
And 

TROPHY & CUP PRESENTATION NIGHT 
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Thought you might find this interesting - The graphs on this page and the next show 
the club’s vehicle types numbers by manufacturer and model - makes interesting 
reading. I have more make specific details and will include these as space allows.  
Many thanks for Jerry Ackley for the analysis and graphs. 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 11 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 10 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 9 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 8 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 7 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 6 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 5 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 4 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 3 here 



Cross Country Chronicle P. 37 

Insert Trip Info Sheet 2 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 1 here 
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Family Shiny:  
Description:  Family trip. These trips will be straightforward and will usually include some degree of 
guidance in driving techniques as necessary.  
Drivers:  Particularly suited to family outings and drivers new to off-road driving, this category is 
also open to anybody who enjoys this style of trip.  
Members:  Anybody is welcome, especially prospective new members. 
Vehicles:  An important objective is minimal challenge and minimal risk to vehicles. Club safety 
equipment is mandatory for club members; it is not mandatory for non-members although it is 
recommended for vehicles once their drivers have participated in one or two trips. All open or soft-
top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 
 

Shiny 4x4:  
Description:  More difficult family trips, for shiny wagons and drivers with some experience who 
want more challenge and don’t mind minor bush marks etc on their vehicles.  
Drivers:  Must have some experience, preferably from the driver training provided by the club. 
Particularly important are experience in stropping, failed hill climbs, steep descents and sidlings. 
Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if 
they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 
experience. 
Vehicles:  Vehicles must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the club’s 
document “Vehicle & Equipment Inspections”. This applies to all vehicles on the trip. All open or 
soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 
 

Club 4x4:  
Description:  Challenging trips, for experienced drivers. There will be steep and challenging 
terrain, modestly deep water and mud, likelihood of bush marks. 
Drivers:  Must have experience beyond that required for Shiny 4x4 trips, including water crossings 
and vehicle recovery. 
Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if 
they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 
experience. 
Vehicles:  Must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the club’s 
document “Vehicle & Equipment Inspections”. This applies to all vehicles on the trip. Accessories 
such as high-lift jacks, externally mounted spare tyre, bush bars and multiple jacking points are of 
advantage. Winches are often particularly useful. Generally a short wheelbase vehicle is better 
suited for the tight tracks. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 
 

Hard Yakka:  
Description:  Difficult trips with very challenging terrain and surfaces, where winching, digging, and 
vehicle damage are all a possibility! 
Drivers:  Experienced drivers only. 
Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if 
they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 
experience. 
Vehicles:  As per the Club 4x4 category. In addition, a roll-bar or roll-cage is recommended for all 
vehicles on Hard Yakka trips. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. Often 
a winch is mandatory on a Hard Yakka trip; this will be specified on the Trip Information Sheet.  

 
 
 
 

It should also be noted that if a trip does not have a Trip Information Sheet in the 
Chronicle or it doesn’t appear on the CCVC website, then it may not be an official 

club trip and the club insurance policy may not apply. 

Trip Categories 
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Skills & Experience Pre-Requisites: 

 

Family Shiny 
All Participants   No pre-requisites 

 

Shiny 4x4 
Non Members    Cannot participate 
Members   CCVC Driver Training and participated in at least 2 Family  
    Shiny trips after becoming a member.  
Members of other 4WD Club Visitors are welcome if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader 
    they are members of another 4WD club and have adequate  
    experience. 

 

Club 4x4 
Non Members    Cannot participate 
Members   CCVC Driver Training and participated in at least 2 Shiny 4x4  
    trips after becoming a member.  
Members of other 4WD Club Visitors are welcome if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader 
    they are members of another 4WD club and have adequate  
    experience. 

 

Hard Yakka 
Non Members    Cannot participate 
Members   CCVC Driver Training and participated in at least 3 Club 4x4  
    trips after becoming a member.  
Members of other 4WD Club Visitors are welcome if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader 
    they are members of another 4WD club and have adequate  
    experience. 
 

Cancellation Service. 

 

We have a cancellation service for trips.  What!  Cancel a trip!  It hardly ever happens, in reality 
sometimes the conditions are just too unpleasant or factors beyond our control that take out the 
property or the organisers. 

 

So we have registered with Newstalk ZB (1035 AM, and used to be known as 2ZB) who will 
broadcast any cancellations on the hour every hour from 6:00am.  We will endeavour to show 
on the Trip Information Sheet which times to listen. 
 

Trip Departure Times. 

 

To avoid people arriving at the last minute for a trip, missing the drivers briefing, delaying the 
trip and generally causing confusion, we’d like to clarify the meaning of the times shown on the 
Trip Information Sheets. 
 
Meeting Date & Time:  The time you are requested to be at the trip meeting point, to  
    give you a chance to get into position, let your tyres down, and  
    to give the Trip Leader time to collect your details before the  
    Drivers Briefing. 

 

Drivers Briefing Date & Time: The time that the Trip Leader will explain the trip to drivers,  
    including any special instructions, safety briefing and points of  
    interest. 

 

Departure Date & Time:  The time that the trip will actually drive away. 

More Trip Details 
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Insert Database P1 here 
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Insert Database P2 here 

Photo’s ex Greg Cray-
ford’s website (hope he 
doesn’t mind!) taken at 
the Pauatahanui Festival. 



Repairs and maintenance of all 
off road vehicles. 

Modifications a speciality. 
 

CCVC safety inspections 

Contact Carl at 

 

Wellington 4WD Specialists Ltd 
26 Hawkins Street 

Lower Hutt 

 

Phone (04) 976 5325 
Fax (04) 976 5313 
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