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The Official Magazine of 

The Cross Country Vehicle Club (Wellington) Inc 
PO Box 38-762, Te Puni 5045, Wellington 
www.facebook.com/wellingtonccvc/ 

 
The club meets at 7:30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at the  

Petone Working Menôs Club 
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Please support our generous sponsors...  

Tyre & Puncture Repairs, Tyre Fitting, Wheel Balancing, Wheel Alignment  
Mag Wheels and Fitting, Battery Check and Replacement  

For cars, vans, 4x4's, light and heavy commercial vehicles  

and also industrial equipment.  

 

Eftpos, Master and Visa cards accepted  

 

Welcome to ACTION TYRE CENTRE LTD where you will find great 
service, and great prices along with friendly staff. 

 
We are here to help you find the right tyre fit for your vehicle at afford-
able prices. Weôll fit them while you put your feet up, relax and have a 

coffee in the waiting room. 
 

We fix punctures, do wheel alignments, balancing & fitting. We also 
have fleet servicing for all your business needs. Drop in or give us a 

call on 04 939 2284. 
 

Tyre & Puncture Repairs, Tyre Fitting, Wheel Balancing, Wheel Alignment 
Mag Wheels and Fitting, Battery Check and Replacement 

For cars, vans, 4x4's, light and heavy commercial vehicles and also industrial equipment. 

 

Eftpos, Master and Visa cards accepted  

About us: 

 

We are a family business that employs a dedicat-
ed team to provide friendly and excellent service. 

 

Action Tyre Centre Ltd has been in business for 
over 20 yrs servicing local and regional public and 
commercial vehicles. 

 

With over 40yrs experience in the tyre business, 
Phil is committed to bringing you the best. We are 
able to source all the quality brands. 

 

We enjoy being part of the Lower Hutt community. 
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WHEN HELP IS NEEDED 
Should any members fail to return from any outing, four wheel drive or 
otherwise, whether as a club member or as a private individual, the fol-

lowing person/s should be contacted in the first instance: 
 

Anthony Reid  973 8262 or 027 273 6579 or 021 061 1831 

 

Morris Jury  566 6197 or 027 536 9596 

 

 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS 
This is your magazine so it can only be as good as the contributions you make!! We need any articles, trip reports,  

technical items, ñHow-toôsò, etc to be in the hands of the editor by the end of each calendar month.  
Please email to newsletter@ccvc.org.nz or post to 34a Hine Rd, Wainuiomata or fax to 04 914 8366. 

 

DISCLAIMER:  The opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the club, itôs executive or committee members. Publi-
cation of maintenance techniques or mechanical modifications should be weighed against generally accepted procedures and the Club should not be considered an authority in this 

area.  

 

Vehicle Inspectors  

 
Brian Howat  

Howat Engineering  
10 Horlor St, Naenae  
Ph.  04 567 1471  

 

Antony Hargreaves  
Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd  
Hawkins St, Lower Hutt  

Ph.  04 569 3485  

 

Dave Bowler  

Pete Beckett  
Bowler Motors Ltd  
11 Raiha St, Porirua  

Ph.  04 237 7251  

 

Grant Guy  
G Guy Motors  

61 -63 Thorndon Quay, Wellington  
Ph.  04 472 2020  

 

Shane & Carl  
Mendoza Mechanical  
34 Goodshed Road, Upper Hutt  

Ph. 04 527 7274  
 

 
 
 

 
 

NB:  Please remember to call and make 
an appointment before turning up for 
an inspection!  

 

Table of Contents  

Cover  Wellington Harbour from Belmont Trig  

 P. 3  Help, Index, Safety Inspectors  

 P. 4  Upcoming National Events  

 P. 5  New Club Clothing on offer  

 P. 6  CCVC Awards Night -  Fri 07 July 2017  

 P. 7  Presidents Piece, Special Trip 20 May  

 P. 7  Good Things are Worth Waiting For!!!  

 P. 8  Skyline / Makara Peak  

 P. 9  Winch Challege 01 -02 July  

 P. 10  2016/2017 Presidents Report  

P. 11  Member Profile -  Ash Senior  

P. 13  South Coast Land Rover Excursion  

P. 15  The Demise of the Jeep  

P. 20  Club Roll of Honour  

P. 21  Trip Categories  

P. 22  Upcoming Trips -  April, May and June  



Page 4 -  CCVC, four wheeling in the capital since 1971 & still going 46 years later!  

Upcoming National Events  

Some details in this column appear courtesy of Cathy Parker, publisher of the New Zealand 4WD and Sportvehicles magazine. Pot ent ial 
participants should contact the event organiser; CCVC cannot take responsibility for any changes or inadvertent inaccuracies.  

May 28:  Mudfest 2017   
Meremere Mud Park, Drag Lane, Meremere (adjacent to the drag strip). 9am to 5pm Mud Drags, Mud Drifting, a Mudka-

na, even Mud Cruising. If you like getting down and dirty in your 4x4 in a fun, supportive off - road environment this is 
the event for you. Open to all comers. You donôt need a big 4x4 but the organisers reckon one might help if you want to 
clear all the obstacles on the track. For more information check out the event Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
events/188072324958081/  

Jun 04:  Off Road Racing North Island Championship  
Round 2, Woodhill 100 hosted by AORC at Woodhill. Enduro event only. Details at www.oranz.co.nz  

Jun 17 - 18:  Off Road Racing South Island Championship  
Round 2, hosted by Canterbury Off Road Club at Christchurch. Short course and Enduro. Details at www.oranz.co.nz  

Aug 05:  Off Road Racing South Island Championship  
Round 3, hosted by Canterbury Off Road Club at Christchurch. Enduro. Details at www.oranz.co.nz  

Sept 08 - 10:  NZ1000  
Hosted by the Auckland Offroad Racing Clubat Atiamuri Forest, Oruanui. Keep a look at www.aucklandoffroadracing.co.nz 

for further details as they come to hand.  

Sep 30:  Off Road Racing North Island Championship  
Round 3, hosted by Waikato. Short course only. Details at www.oranz.co.nz  

Oct 21 - 22:  Off Road Racing Championship  
Final, to be held at Nelson. Short course and Enduro. Details at www.oranz.co.nz  

 

CCVC Club Memberôs  Photos and Videos 
 

We are always keen to share club memberôs trip photos and videos at Club night. 

 

Here are some simple guidelines to make it easy for everyone:  

 

Pick your best 6 to 10 photos , resized to 1152 x 864 pixels (or use a lower resolution on your camera)  
 

Email them with a brief description of event, location, date taken and any notes you would like included to Dave Kibblewhite  

 

email address:    verda@xtra.co.nz  

OR 

Put on a USB stick and contact Dave to arrange collection / dropoff  

 

Always looking for 4WD related video clips, Powerpoint presentations, YouTube listings etc that can be shown on clubnight ï we h ave the 

technology!  
 

I need all material by 7.00pm on the Monday night prior to Club night to allow sufficient time to prepare the data show. If y ou have a ñready 

to showò USB stick with sequenced, correctly rotated photos and or video or Powerpoint presentation ready to show , these could be 

given to me on the night but please contact Dave prior to arrange. Any questions please contact Dave  

 

Contact details   Dave Kibblewhite  

 43 Tennyson Avenue, Avalon, Lower Hutt  

 021 765 554 anytime  

 04 939 8840 work  

 04 577 0680 home (before 9.00pm)  

mailto:verda@xtra.co.nz


Page 5 -  CCVC, four wheeling in the capital since 1971 & still going 46 years later!  

Club Clothing  
 

John Vruink on behalf of the club has 
been investigating club branded clothing 
for members to purchase. He is working 
on getting samples and we will get the 
gear modelled and photographed shortly 
(and include a form to fill out) but in the 
meantime here is a list of the new club 
clothing and prices:  
 
 
 
 
Cap      Navy/White 4014      $15  
Beanie           Navy 3059        $20  
Hoodie           Navy ZHH        $75  
Soft Shell Jacket   Black SJM         $110  
Jacket      GJ Navy/Charcoal       $100  
Polo Shirt      Navy/White        $40  
 
 
If interested please contact John directly on john.vruink@gmail.com   

mailto:john.vruink@gmail.com
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CCVC 2017 Annual 

Awards Evening 

Fri 07 July 2017  
 

Military Road  

Lower Hutt  
 

Cost: $20 members & partners, $40 guests  

Drinks from 6pm, dinner at 7pm  

Bookings can be made via the club Wild Apricot website. For more de-

tails contact John Vruink on 567 1142 or 027 443 9981.  
Bookings required by June club night.  

Also drawn on the night will be  
the Club Champs winner of the  
weekend away in Martinborough at  
Brackenridge Estate.  

Guest Speaker:  Davie Hughes (founder of Swazi) 

CCVC in association with Action Tyres will present a $1000 tyre 

voucher to some lucky ticket holder! 
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Hi everyone 

I am running a slightly different trip on Sat 20 May.  
 

The plan is to explore the Akas with a few more stops than usual to give people a chance to look at (and 

in my case photograph) some of areas we normally just drive past.    
 

I am also looking at taking some more interesting tracks that we don't do on the family shiny trips.  
 

Meeting 9:00 at Moonshine / Haywoods corner.  
 

David  

027 451 0361  

Presidentôs Piece 

 

Start the new year right ï this is intended to be a regular piece in the newsletter for 2017 (the new Club year 

started in 1 April but this is near enough).  AGM on May 10 th, always look forward to that except itôs the first 

one Iôve run so could be interesting!  Followed by the regular Club night meeting.  Remember that the Club 

meetings are now at Boulcott Farm Golf Course on Military Road in Lower Hutt.  Anyone caught going to PWMC 

will be an automatic Gumboot nomination.  

 

All details for the Club are now on the Wild Apricot membership site at http://ccvcwellington.wildapricot.org  , 

including the trip calendar.  So no need to use the old web site and remember that the login is your email ad-

dress and password is your own private password (which you can reset if youôve forgotten it).  This has been 

running for some time so most members will be familiar with it, but if not itôs been loaded with your details as 

provided when you joined and you can update these yourself. So get in there and check.  Trip calendar, mem-

ber contact details, trading post, Club documents, photos etc etc.  Also events including the Awards night in 

July which you book and pay for on the web site ï a fantastic offer 50% subsidized by the Club.  

 

Weôre always looking for contributions to club night and to the newsletter ï so send in those Photos of your 

recent trip for everyone to see at Club night and we really need the trip reports from those great trips youôve 

been on.  Trip leaders have been getting the pressure put on them to get a volunteer to write trip reports for 

the newsletter and to help with this weôre developing a simple template which will help you do this.  Remem-

ber anything is better than nothing and you donôt need to be a great writer so please get a report in if you get 

nominated.  And you probably donôt know this but CCVC has been sending newsletters to the National Archives 

for years, so anything in the newsletter is part of New Zealandôs recorded history and youôll be part of it. 

 

Hope to see you at our next club night.  

 

Good Things are Worth Waiting For!!!!  
 

Saturday 22 nd  April 2017 and it was third (or was it fourth) time lucky for the Wellington City Council approved 

ñspecialò trip through the Wellington Western hills. 

 

This trip has been promised for a couple of years as a ñthank youò from the Wellington City Council to club 

members who have contributed to WCC events such as the South Coast planting and beach clean upôs. The 

event has been on the clubs calendar a number of times in the past but has always been cancelled due to the 

weather, but not this time.  

 

I am trusting that there will be a second trip report (hopefully with photos) from Andrew Gee who was initially 

nominated to write the report due to being late (by at least a minute) to the meeting point of Raroa Station in 

Johnsonville. I was later also nominated due to a minor mechanical issue with my vehicle (lack of 4wd) which 

rectified itself during the trip and seems to be working just fine now.  

 

The trip itself started at the top of Broadmeadows and followed the track up to the top of Mt Kaukau where we 

stopped for photos and to admire the view of the beautiful city we live in (You canôt beat Wellington on a good 

day, and this was a stunner!!).  

 

From the top of Kaukau we followed the various ridges and tracks and despite the odd wrong track being tak-

en by the trip leader (never more than a few metres fortunately) we arrived at Karori having enjoyed many 
(Continued on page 8) 

http://ccvcwellington.wildapricot.org
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great views (including of the mainland) on what was a windless and cloudless day.  

 

Having transited through Karori we followed the track to the top of Makara Peak where we again stopped to 

admire the views. We then continued on the track down to the Makara Karori road regrouping in Makara Vil-

lage.  

 

Up to this point the trip leader was David Sole with Barry Insull running tail but from there on they swapped 

over and Barry took the lead for the rest of the trip.  

 

Along South Makara Road to Kinnoull Station then following the Karori Stream track to the beach. From there 

around to the lighthouse (not many seals) then back around the coast exiting at Owhiro Bay mid afternoon.  

 

Numbers were limited and there is talk of trying to organise a second trip for people who could not get on this 

one so watch this space.  

 

Many thanks to David Sole and Barry Insull for arranging this trip and persevering with it despite the weather 

having been against them when attempting to run it in the past.  

 

A great trip and well worth the wait for such a perfect day weather wise. Good things really are worth waiting 

for and this was one of them.  

 

John Parfitt  

(Continued from page 7) 

The lawyers are taking over  

 

Q. Why are lawyers buried 12 feet under?  

A. Because deep down they are good.  

 

Skyline/Makara Peak run, 22 April  
 

Has CCVC been taken over by lawyers, charging in 3 minute blocks?  I was barely 5 minutes late to the driv-

er's briefing on Saturday morning and I was the last one there.  Everybody was busting to get up on to the 

Skyline track that the WCC had given us access to as a payback for the community things we do for them.  

The trip had been postponed once already because we needed the ground to be perfectly dry and there was to 

be no wheelspin allowed.  

 

Imagine my surprize to see John Parfitt's Boris mobile to light up his rear tyres and still not move as soon as 

we got onto the dirt.  I let some air out of my tyres in case it was as difficult as Boris was making it look while 

we waited for a tow to be arranged.  John went on to blame Toyota unreliability and not operator error.  May I 

just plug Club Champs events or the Central Zone Club Truck Challenge for a little advanced driver training in 

a safe environment.  

 

At this early point a mountain biker was coming off the track and he said that he thought it was cool that the 

Council had allowed us to use the track.  We continued up the Skyline track to Mt Kaukau by an all dirt route, 

not the usual sealed track that leads to the aerial.  We took in the views from the top of Kaukau because of 

the still dry weather and had a coffee before continuing along Skyline to Parkvale Rd in Karori.  

 

At the Karori roadend Ian Hutchings left his passengers on the side of the road and continued on his merry 

way.  We headed down to St Albans Ave to enter Makara Peak mountain bike park.  We drove Snake Charmer 

to the top, stopping to have a look at the new suspension bridge that had just opened.  The bikers had raised 

$130,000 to build this 72 m long bridge.  At the top of the park we stopped to take in the view.  I thought I 

might return on my bike to try the bridge so I asked a family who was at the top how long it took them to ride 

up the hill, the Dad went full mental and wanted to know why I bought all these cars to the MTB park when he 

came here to avoid cars.  Where was a CCVC lawyer when I needed one?  

 

After regrouping in Makara the convoy headed to Kinoull station to follow Karori Stream down to the coast.  

We had lunch while we were still in the stream as a drone buzzed overhead.  Continuing onto the coast we 

went as far as Tongue Point and  saw some seals.  After that the trip headed over Devil's Gate and out at Red 
(Continued on page 9) 
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Rocks.  

 

Thanks to the trip leaders David Sole and Barry Insul for a successful trip with only one complaint.  Mr mental 

mountain biker had the last word when he took it to Facebook on Saturday night posting a photo of the vehi-

cles parked at the top of Makara Peak to Welly MTB tracks and ranting about the City Council allowing vehicles 

in Makara Peak and also on the Waterfront over Easter (the VW Nationals).  Club members Grant Uridge and 

James Dobson posted positive comments and the other mountain bikers were fairly nonplussed about it, most 

of them supportive.  The whole posting was removed later that night.  

 

Andrew Gee  

(Continued from page 8) 


