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THE PRESIDENTS PIECE  

 
 
What is likely to be the biggest year in the clubôs history has kicked off, track clearing at Colin Jamesôs farm 
has started, a Markairo Track working bee took place as well as the Akatarawa and Orongorongo Family 
Shiny trips. On top of this we have just returned from our first away trip of the year to Blue Duck Station which 
was a great success.  
 
A couple of trips have needed to be cancelled or postponed, Sutherlands Track being one due to the condition 
of the track. The club is sending in a group of trip leaders to see what can be done to open the track up again 
so not all is lost. 
 
CCVC is also hosting the Central Zone Jamboree over Waitangi Weekend, this is aimed at showing off our 
local tracks to some fellow enthusiasts from out of town, the response has been good and a big thanks goes 
out to the organisers and the trip leaders who stepped up at late notice. 
 
Something a little different for the February club night is we have arranged to have the Naenae Bowling Club 
restaurant open for a pre-meeting dinner. We need a minimum number so have sent out a registration email to 
ensure we get the numbers. Iôm also keen to see some partners come along to the Feb meeting, we have 
Denise Ross giving a presentation on her 4x4 adventures across the globe. The hope is we encourage more 
female members to join our club so gentlemen step up and invite the wife/partner out for dinner. 
 
As for my rambling holiday in the South Island over the festive season, we managed to visit all the places 
planned and missed most of the poor weather although we did have a huge hail storm on Boxing Day which 
was still on the ground in the morning. New places visited were the Fang Hill Hut which is approx. ten kmôs up 
the Wilberforce River above Lake Colleridge, Matagouri and black Pajeroôs just donôt mix well. Then it was on 
to the Lakes Station which covers a huge area around Lake Sumner, a near perfect spot with only the sand-
flies trying to spoil the scene. The track into Big River near Reefton is considerably worse (some will say itôs 
better now it is more technical) than the last time we drove it, well worth the drive. On to Golden Bay and a 
drive around Whanganui Inlet and across the Anatori River and along the coast. We then ended up in Titirangi 
Bay in the outer Marlborough Sounds for three very relaxing days to finish up an enjoyable break away. 
 
My first CCVC trip of 2021 was to Blue Duck Station, the weekend went well and positive feedback from the 
team that took part. A couple of people were nominated to write trip reports, so Iôll let them tell the stories. 
 
Regards 
Ralph Dobson 
CCVC President 
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CLUB CLOTHING 

John Vruink on behalf of the club has 
been investigating club branded clothing 
for members to purchase. He  
typically has samples at club night and 
there is usually a few members model-
ling various items on trips. 
 
Cap  
Navy/White   $15 
 
Beanie           
Navy 3059  $20 
 
Hoodie - Pullover          
Navy  - Unisex  
Standard Logo & 50th Ann. $69 
 
Hoodie - Zip Front          
Navy - Unisex  
Standard Logo & 50th Ann. $75 
 
Soft Shell Jacket   
Black  
Mens & Womens Sizes $110 
 
Polo Shirt   
Navy/White 
Mens & Womens Sizes 
Standard Logo & 50th Ann. $40 
 
Crew Neck Cotton T- Shirt 
Navy - Mens & Womens sizes 
Standard Logo & 50th Ann. $16.50 
 
Oilskin Vest  
50th Anniversary Logo. 
Mens Only Size  $120 
 
Oilskin Jacket 
50th Anniversary Logo. 
Mens Only Size  $145 
 
Crew Neck Cotton T- Shirt 
Grey with Deadwood Logo 
Mens & Womens Sizes. $25 
 
Agri Station Boundary Jersey 
50th Anniversary Logo 
Mens Only Size $110 
 
http://www.ccvc.org.nz/Club-clothing  
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The CCVC jamboree is well underway, with trucks divided into separate 3 trips each day, showcasing what  
Wellington has to offer to the out of town visitors. 
 
DD lead a group of Aucklanders, plus one truck from Gisborne, into the Akas to experience a day out with 
the infamous Double D. 
 
On a side note: DD was excited that one of the visitors, a gentleman called Neville from Auckland, was the 
creator of his truck and mentioned several times that he will now look at his beloved truck a bit differently 
now that he knows a bit more about its history. 
 
The actual trip did not start off well. We pulled over to allow the group heading off to Redrocks pass. DD got 
out of the truck to have a bit of ñold manò talk with  one of the Trucks. I had a strange sense of movement. 
Handbrake on. Check!. Grabbing Handbrake to ensure it  is on. Check!. Truck is has now moved a meter or 
so. What to do. Jump into DDs seat and use the breaks.  Am I imagining this?é Meanwhile DD notices his 
truck is a few meters further away than it was when he got out and runs after it, mutters something about a 
stupid handbrake, jumps in. and off we go. 
 
Unusually all trucks contained 2 people. 3 of which contained couples, who were all friends and were using 
the Jamboree and the start to a 4wding holiday around the South Island. A great bunch of people, not afraid 
to make fun of each others capabilities, trucks and partners. We also learnt that once you get 2 oldish men 
talking its hard to get them back to the task at hand. The women were often heard telling the men to stop 
talking and get back to driving. 
 
The trips started at the Totara park entrance and winded its way through the main roads, taking a short cut 
through Rallywoods, to end up at the Moonshine entrance, where the real tracks start. 
 
We took them through the tracks such as Dicks Yard, Blow Fly and the Zig Zag Track with the odd challeng-
ing side track as an option for those who wanted to try. The Devils Staircase caused a few wobbly bottom 
lips on reaching the bottom (Daves words not mine) but the trip back up was like a walk in the park, with 
everyone making it up unaided and with big smiles. 
 
With the exception of a few overheated vehicles and 1 broken CV the day was a great day out and enjoyed 
by all. It was good to meet a few fellow 4wd enthusiast from up north and have the opportunity to show them 
what Wellington has to offer in terms if 4wding. We are so lucky to have a wide variety of tracks on our door 
step.  
 
Thanks Dave for another great day out - more muffins will be made for the next trip. 

 

 

CCVC JAMBOREE - Double Ds Akas Trip - 6 February 2021 


