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Editorial 
Ramblings 

Hi there 

 

Well the AGM has been and gone so it’s 

safe to come to club nights again as you 
can’t be coerced onto the committee for 

another year! 

 

Coming up in July is the club annual 
awards evening - these are great events 

with most people going home with some-
thing plus the chance for the major prize of 

something near and dear to every 4x4 
bloke’s heart - TYRES! John has arranged 

for some entertainment this year so get in 
quick or you will miss out as tickets are 

limited. 

 

Part of the June clubnight is a Special Gen-

eral Meeting where we will vote about the 
E Band club radio & communications plan - 

see page 15 for details. 
 

Alan... 
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This is Steve Lacey’s Hilux after his boy took it for a swim (more pix on P2) - I’m sure there 

must be a story behind the picture! 
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Cross Country Vehicle Club (Wellington) Inc 
PO Box 38-762 
Te Puni 5045 
Wellington 
www.ccvc.org.nz 

Club Officers 

Position Name Home Phone Work Phone Cellphone Email 

President Paul Adams 04 905 2343 801 7758 027 594 1343 gillandpaul@paradise.net.nz 

Vice President Neil Blackie 587 0456 474 7806 027 510 9801 mud.flingers@paradise.net.nz 

Immed Past President Roger Seymour 586 2518  021 424 351 roger@seyclean.co.nz 

Secretary Ralph Dobson 526 5119 586 5562 027 494 6699 ralph.georgina@xtra.co.nz 

Treasurer Phil McConville 234 6328 816 2997 021 610 605 philip.mcconville@xtra.co.nz 

Club Captain Grant Purdie 233 1192 021 612 216 021 612 216 grant.purdie@pragmatic.co.nz 

General Committee Members 

Position Name Home Phone Work Phone Cellphone Email 

Competitions Officer Roger Seymour 586 2518  021 424 351 roger@seyclean.co.nz 

Driver Training Steve Mercer 233 1121 386 0300 027 442 2898 s.mercer@niwa.co.nz 

Entertainment John Vruink 567 1142 027 443 9981 027 443 9981 john.vruink@xtra.co.nz 

NZFWDA Delegate Ralph Dobson 526 5119 586 5562 027 494 6699 ralph.georgina@xtra.co.nz 

Land Access Grant Purdie 233 1192 021 612 216 021 612 216 grant.purdie@pragmatic.co.nz 

New Members Steve O’Callaghan 235 9849  021 131 0647 o_callaghan_steve@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Alan Donaldson 564 3045 914 8352 021 448 127 newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

Publicity Charles Odlin 562 8657 462 3350 021 372 990 codlin@odlin.net.nz 

Safety Officer Brent Samson 232 3087  021 478 633 jen_brent@xtra.co.nz 

Trip Coordinator Marcel van Dorrestein 234 8054 471 4725 027 243 4243 trips@ccvc.org.nz 

Other Useful People 

Position Name Home Phone Work Phone Cellphone Email 

Assets Wayne Jansen 970 7240  027 446 7935 rowanandwayne@gmail.com 

Club Night Photo’s David Coxon 567 4501 463 4263 027 451 0361 david.coxon@xtra.co.nz 

Help desk John Parfitt (temp) 477 0267  021 034 0400 helpdesk@ccvc.org.nz 

Membership Database Marcus Steeneken   021 439 183 database@ccvc.org.nz 

Track Maintenance Ray Harkness 970 5348   rayh@paradise.net.nz 

Trophies Alan Donaldson 564 3045 914 8352 021 448 127 newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

Webmaster Stefan Cook    webmaster@ccvc.org.nz 

Welfare Gillian George    welfare@ccvc.org.nz 

The club meets at 7:30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at the Petone Working Mans Club, Udy Street, Petone. 

 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS 
This is your magazine so it can only be as good as the contributions you make!! We need any articles, trip reports, technical items, “How-to’s”, 

etc to be in the hands of the editor by the end of each calendar month. Please post to 34a Hine Rd 
Wainuiomata, fax to 04 914 8366 or email to newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

 

SAFETY POLICY 
Should any members fail to return from any outing, four wheel drive or otherwise, whether as a club member or as a 

private individual, the following person/s should be contacted in the first instance: 
 

Rodney Bracefield  -  234 8887 (Hm), 577 8033 (Wk) or 027 548 8808 
Jim Johnson  -  938 9404 (Hm) or 021 389 404            Gavin Holden  -  0274 249 1959 

DISCLAIMER:  The opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the club, it’s executive o r committee members. Publi-
cation of maintenance techniques or mechanical modifications should be weighed against generally accepted procedures and the Club should not be considered an authority in this 

area. The mention of products, service procedures or service organisations herein does not constitute endorsement by the Club, the Cross Country Chronicle or it’s Editor. 
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Vehicle Inspectors 

 

Dayal Landy 
Gold Coast Mechanical 

2 Epiha St, Paraparaumu 
Ph.  04 902 9244 

 
Antony Hargreaves 
Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd 

2 - 6 Hawkins St, Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 569 3485 

 
Dave Bowler 
Bowler Motors Ltd 

11 Raiha St, Porirua 
Ph.  04 237 7251 

 
Gary Young 
VTNZ Upper Hutt 

847 Fergusson Dr, Upper Hutt 
Ph.  04 527 0501 

or 025 686 7689 
 
Grant Guy 

Richard Blair 
G Guy Motors 

61-63 Thorndon Quay, Wellington 
Ph.  04 472 2020 

 
Carl Furniss 
Wellington 4WD Specialists 

26 Hawkins Street, Lower Hutt 
Ph. 04 976 5325 

 
Jim Johnson 
Ph. 04 938 9404 

or 021 389 404 
 

NB:  Please remember to call and 
make an appointment before turning 
up for an inspection! 

May 31—June 02:  Lakes Safari 2008. Hosted by 

Geyserland 4WD Club. This year’s event will be a 

fundraiser for the Ronald McDonald Family Retreat, 

which is a holiday home for families of children with 

cancer. Limited to 120 vehicles, register your interest 

to email lakes2008@gmail.com 

 

June 05:  Arbor Day. We can all play a role in the 

conservation of our indigenous biodiversity. Plant a 

native tree in your garden, participate in a special 

Arbor Day activity near you or organise one of your 

own. Contact your local DOC office or council for 

more information 

 

June 11-14:  40th New Zealand National Agri-

cultural Fieldays. Held at the Mystery Creek Events 

Centre, Hamilton, 8.00am till 5.00pm daily. Prepur-

chase tickets or gate sales available. Contact 07 843 

4499 or www.fieldays.co.nz 

 

July 11-13:  Rotorua Winch Challenge. Vehicle 

checks Friday, night SS, Satuday full day, may be a 

second night SS on Sunday. Contact Sam Baddeley 

any time on 027 294 3601 

 

August 05-09:  Queenstown Winch Challenge. 

Part of the Mainland Winch Challenge series, it will be 

hosted by the Shotover 4WD club. For information 

email mhbuilding@xtra.co.nz or phone Mark on 027 

479 4443 

 

Jan 18-24, 2008:  Kauri Coast Safari. Advance 

warning, contact Michelle Griffiths on 09 439 0221, 

email kauricoast4wdclub@yahoo.co.nz or visit 

www.kauricoast4wdclub.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Details in the column appear courtesy of Cathy Parker, publisher of 
the New Zealand 4WD and Sportvehicles magazine. Potential par-
ticipants should contact the event organiser; CCVC cannot take 
responsibility for any changes or inadvertent inaccuracies. 

Upcoming Events 
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In 
Association 
with 

In accordance with club policy, the following equipment is a requirement on all Cross Country Vehicle Club trips: 
 

 1. Front and rear tow hooks, correctly fitted 
 2. Shovel 
 3. Fire extinguisher 
 4. First-aid kit 
 5. Basic tool kit 
 6. Kinetic rope or strop 

 7. Roll bar or cage for all open / soft top vehicle 
 8. Spare tyre and wheel changing equipment 
 
If these items are not present in your vehicle at the beginning of a trip, the trip leader has the authority to exclude you 
from the trip. Details are set out in the Club’s Vehicle and Equipment Inspection document (available from the website or 
any committee member). All member vehicles going on club trips must display a current club vehicle inspection sticker. 

Please be aware that the trip category requirements and any additional requirements as detailed on the Trip Information 
Sheet for the trip will be strictly enforced for safety reasons. The Trip Leader is able to waive a particular requirement for a 

trip, if the circumstances of the trip permit. The Committee requires Trip Leaders to turn away vehicles or drivers that do 
not comply. The updated trip category definitions are included towards the end of the Chronicle.   
 
It should be noted that if a trip does not have a Trip Information Sheet in the Chronicle or it doesn’t appear on 
the CCVC website, then it may not be an official club trip and the club insurance policy may not apply. 
 

It should also be noted that trips that do not include an element of four wheel driving (e.g. the recent GPS 
trips around Wellington) do not count towards the required number of trips a perspective member must un-
dertake before joining the club. 

Equipment Required 

Trip Categories 

Are you a new member? Do you get the News emails from the club? Do you have access to the club’s website member-
zone? If not then have a word with a committee member as these are all ways in which the club communicates with it’s 

members. Some useful email addresses are: 
 
 Webmaster@ccvc.org.nz (general web site queries) 

 Lists@ccvc.org.nz (person who administers the list servs) 

 Trips@ccvc.org.nz (Trip Coordinator) 
 Newsletter@ccvc.org.nz (to send stuff to the newsletter editor) 

 Database@ccvc.org.nz (membership database administrator) 

 Access@ccvc.org.nz (Chairman of the Land Access Management Committee) 

 NZFWDAdelegate@ccvc.org.nz  (NZ Four Wheel Drive Association delegate) 

 Treasurer@ccvc.org.nz  (club treasurer) 

 Welfare@ccvc.org.nz  (club welfare officer) 

 David.coxon@xtra.co.nz  (Club night photo submission) 

 Helpdesk@ccvc.org.nz  (any general questions) 

Club Email Addresses 
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Below are the clubnight dates for 2008: 

 
   09 April 2008      14May 2008 

 

   11 June 2008      09 July 2008 

 

   13 August 2008     10 September 2008 

 

   08 October 2008     12 November 2008 

 

       10 December 2008 

1. The trip leader is always in charge. Please recognise their authority, follow their instructions and give 

them the respect they deserve. 

2. No dogs or firearms. 

3. Guests on a Club outing are the responsibility of the Club member who invited them. 

4. No drinking and driving. 

5. Keep the vehicle immediately behind in sight. This is particularly important when you come to a turnoff. 

There is no excuse for vehicles taking the wrong track because of a driver in front not obeying this rule. 

1. Keep your position in the convoy  i.e. no passing. 

7. Watch vehicle spacing on public roads to ensure that public vehicles can pass in safety. 

8. Make sure the vehicle in front has cleared an obstacle before you attempt it. 

9. If you must leave the convoy, inform someone. 

10. Respect the environment. 

11. Expect to provide a write-up and / or photos for the Club newsletter from time to time if you participate in 

Club trips. 

Trip & Convoy Rules 

Club Sub-Committees 

The club has the following sub committees running currently: 

 

 60k:  Grant Purdie with Antony Royal, Bruce Mulhare, Eric Bon, John Vruink & Mark Wolstenholme 

 Club Recovery:  Rodney Bracefield 

 Deadwood:  Roger Seymour 

 Police SAR:  Jim Johnson and Gavin Holden 

 Safety:  Phil Lewton with Carl Furniss, Grant Purdie, John Kowalczyk & Ray Harkness 

 Trip Leaders Forum:  Carl Furniss with any trip leaders who turn up 

 Web Project: Stefan Cook with Andrew Farmer, Grant Purdie, Jay Montilla, Jeremy Ackley & Marcel van 

Dorrestein 

 Radio:  Jeremy Ackley with Jim Johnson, Grant Purdie, John Kowalczyk, Phil Lewton, Ray Harkness, Rod-

ney Bracefield & Mark Wolstenholme 

 

The club also has the following external organisation liaison people: 

 

 Akatarawa Recreational Access Committee:  Grant Purdie & Giles Sullivan 

 Foxton Beach Coast Care:  Grant Purdie & Bruce Mulhare 

 Friends of Belmont:  Roger Seymour 

 Greater Wellington Regional Council: Grant Purdie & Ralph Dobson 

 Horowhenua District Council:  Grant Purdie 

 Public Access New Zealand:  Ralph Dobson 

 Tread Lightly!:  Ralph Dobson 

 Wellington City Council:  Grant Purdie & Barry Insull 

Clubnight Dates 
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Petone Workingmans Club 

 

Sat 26 July 2008 
Drinks from 6:00pm, Dinner at 7:00pm 

 

Cost only $40.00 per person 

 

Includes a show by The Improvisors 

(the corporate entertainment company) 

 

Tickets limited to 100, so book as soon as possible 

Cross Country Vehicle Club (Wellington) Inc 

Annual Awards Dinner 

 

 

Bookings to John Vruink 

567 1142 or 027 443 9981 

Be in to WIN 

Cooper tyres to the retail value of $1000 
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Ed - here is the trip report relating to the upside down Suzuki on last month’s cover: 

 

McKenzie Trail on Good Friday 
 
Unaccustomed as I am in writing trip reports here is yet another from the pen of Suzy Blue 

(My Suzuki). We started the drive at the bird sanctuary along with 7 other trucks. The time 
made for a casual drive as start time was set for 13:30. We aired down and moved off to 

the gate just up the road a K and a half; at that point we engaged our hubs or pushed a 
lever for those with auto hubs. 

 

It was cool and pleasant driving through the pine forest but the heat was overwhelming as 

we exited the trees and headed into the sand. This was definitely a shiny 4x4 as the foliage 
leaped out and carved groove in the paintwork. The sand track was just a narrow affair wide 

enough for 1 truck; if you wanted to get out and clean the window you had to pick the area 
to open a door. 

 

The first climb (sand hill) was a short sharp one that the Suzy failed to master, after being 

towed to the top I drove down the other side were it was decided to lower the tyre pressure 

from 20 psi down to 12 psi for more grip. The good news is we were not the only one towed 
over that hill, a Honda Jazz also required the help of a tow. On went the convoy to the next 

hill; This one started with a right hand corner then a steep but short assent in soft sand. 
The lead truck driven by John V made it look easy, the next truck driver Ross just cruised 

over, next was Suzy Blue. 

 

I applied the power and up we went (well most of the way) not quite to the top so back 
down for a second go; but we only reached the same place. It was time to make a road by 

traveling up and down the same place three or four times, right go back as far as possible 
and give it heaps, only a couple of meters more. It was decided at that point to tow me 

(Continued on page 10) 
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over the top. Ross backed up and attached the strop (lets do it), only to dig a hole for his 
truck so backed up and halved the strop. After three attempts a call came over the air 

waves that Ross’s truck was only going in one direction (hard right), he had locked up the 
steering box. 

 

This started the second part of the rescue, recover Ross’s truck then recover the Suzy. 

 

The only thing Ross could do was turn right and the track went left. John then returned to 

the top of the hill and winched the back of Ross’s truck around back onto the track and then 
started a slow 2 meters at a time winch backwards down the hill to a sand bowl. In all this 

winching it was pointed out that John had a flat rear tyre.  

 

Update:  1. my Suzy is half way up the hill, 2. Ross has no steering, and 3 John has a flat.  

 

All this in only 3Kms of track driving. As John re-inflated his tyre Ross drove around and 
around slowly regaining his steering. When all this went on we made the decision to return 

back the way we came, so back down the hill for me and a 5 point turn got the Suzy around 

and pointing back (never did reach the top of that hill!) 

 

All the other trucks turned at convenient places on the track and headed back. As we were 
now at the back of the convoy we could see the others heading up the first hill we got 

towed over. The radio suggested you give it heaps after the right hand bend to slingshot up 
the hill. I watched as the Jazz in front of us almost made it but needed a tow.  

 

The all clear was given so of we went. What I failed to remember was the track turned left 

then right and on up. So gave it heaps around the left and ……..Oh dear too far up the left 
hand bank and over we went onto the left hand side of the truck then onto the roof all in 

one single movement !!!!.  

 

Linda found the micro-
phone and said “we have a 

rollover” people came 
rushing from everywhere 

to help us out. 

 

The seatbelts work but I 

can think of better ways to 
test them. Hanging upside 

down looking at the roof 
and the sand is not the 

recommended way. After 
climbing out the window 

the next step was to put 
the Suzy back on its feet. 

A winch cable was placed 
at the highest point on the 

truck and a slow pull ap-
plied, back over she came then the clean up started. 

 

People helped with picking up the broken window (only one) and others helped with all the 

loose stuff that fell out the open windows as we rolled. This resulted in a plastic bag full of 

sand glass and air filter (or should that be oil filter) being presented to me at the conclusion 
of the recovery. 

 

Once the engine was checked, sparkplugs removed and oil replaced it was time to start it 

up again, or turn it over to remove the oil in the cylinders. A great squirt of oil came out of 
the number 3 cylinder coating everyone in a 3 meter radius. With the plugs replaced it 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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NZFWDA National AGM 24th May 2008 
 
This year we were back in Rotorua for the NZFWDA conference on the Sat-

urday and the AGM on the Sunday. A special meeting was also called to 
hear the appeal from Nick Lawson concerning his removal from the National 

PRO position by the National Executive. 

 

CCVC was represented by Charles Odlin, Rodney Bracefield, Roger and 
Mitch Seymour and myself. About 40 delegates attended from around the 

country. 

 

The conference was opened by a presentation given by Russell de Luca from the BOP club, 

he is an expert on the Resource Management Act and has been involved in arranging con-
(Continued on page 12) 

started first time but you could not see anyone behind the truck for white smoke. It was de-
cided to check the air filter just in case some oil may have sneaked into it, the nice yellow 

paper folds were a funny black colour so we remove the air filter and started up again, this 
time we had a running mobile truck. Repack  all the stuff that had moved and off we headed 

back to the start, all this “fun” and only 3Km of track covered in 3 and a half hours. The run 
home to Upper Hutt took a little longer than normal as there was a bit of a draft coming in 

the rear and we had to stop for dinner. 

 

Thanks to all the members of that trip for the help and support given in the trying moments 
of the day. 

 
Graeme Millard - Suzy Blue - K170 

(Continued from page 10) 
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sents for a number of 4x4 trials etc. Russell explained what activities might be held without 
consents and the types of events that would need consent and then how to go about apply-

ing for one. 

 

Next speaker was Ken McAdams from LVVTA on low volume vehicles and the possible impli-
cations of new noisy exhaust rules being introduced in June. Soon you may be subjected to 

a “Noise Quick Check” if you have a modified exhaust system fitted to your truck, the law is 
being introduced to combat the Boy Racers but many others will get caught up in it. If your 

truck fails this test (90 dBa) then you will need to pay to have an “Objective Noise Test”, 
Ken indicated that before this happens you may as well fix the problem because you are 

most likely to fail. The test only relates to modified systems as I understand the new V8 
Commodore is louder that allowed but as standard doesn’t need to be tested.  

 

Our own (CCVC) club member Rodney Bracefield gave a very informative talk on how emer-

gency beacons worked and how the signals were picked up. Rodney told the meeting that if 
you did accidentally set off your beacon they would rather you left it on if you can not con-

tact them on the phone as this will at least allow them to confirm a false alarm and not 

spend time and money looking as so often happens. Another interesting point was that bea-
cons purchased on eBay or the like from overseas are registered to that country and should 

it be set off the initial contact would not come to NZ even if the beacon was confirmed as 
transmitting from here. The 406 MHz beacon with GPS is the model to purchase and you 

should register it as soon as possible, also if you have an old unit do not just throw it into 
the dump as it should be decommissioned by the police or search and rescue, again to 

avoid false alarms. Rodney also covered some of the new locater beacons coming onto the 
market, one in particular looks very useful. 

 

Peter Vahry introduced the new NZFWDA web site to the delegates, this looks great and I 

recommend you all have a look. We did point out a couple of issues that Peter has taken on 
board. 

 

Peter then talked about Land Access issues and from what we hear he has done a huge 

amount of work on behalf of our sport. Peter recommends we all canvas our MP’s for their 

views on four wheeling as it is election year and introduced us to a web site that makes this 
very easy, check out www.betterdemocracy.co.nz/email_mps_php , Peter is concerned that 

a number of bills being introduced to Parliament will restrict our access and as they are not 
catching the attention of the media will probably get an easy right to becoming law. One is 

the “Walking Access Bill” and also the local CMS plans. This is all going to take time and 
money and as a club we may need to look at helping to fund people presenting submis-

sions. A site with all the DOC maps is also a great resource for us, go to the DOC web site 
and in the search box type “gis”. On the site www.walkingaccess.org.nz you can download a 

book on NZ paper roads and another on movable waterways, all good stuff in find areas we 
are legally allowed to go. 

 

The next Trail Toque will have a draft “Land Access Plan” and this will also be posted on the 

NZFWDA web site, this was asked for at the last AGM and is now ready. 

 

The next day we had a presentation from Graeme Steele from “Drug Free Sport NZ”, looks 
like the association may ask for our views on joining. Similar groups such as Motorsport NZ, 

Powerboat Racing NZ and Speedway are members. This really relates to the competition 

trails series but all association members would in theory be in line for a dope test.  

 

Biggest news for CCVC was that Mitch Seymour won the “NZFWDA Outstanding Young Per-
son of the Year” award, well done. To top it off he also cleaned up a spot prize just to make 

the trip worthwhile. 

 

The AGM saw the Executive stay the same but with the new PRO being Max Wheatley. The 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 

http://www.betterdemocracy.co.nz/email_mps_php
http://www.walkingaccess/
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affiliation fee will raise in 2009/2010 to $30.00 due to increased costs. The zone split 
(amount Central Zone gets from the fee) was voted on again. With some effort by your del-

egates we have kept it the same and therefore can push forward with subsidising the inter-
club trips planned for the coming year. The remits submitted this year were voted out so no 

changes there. Geyserland club asked the National Association for funding to assist with the 
installation of a HF repeater in the Rotorua area. A vote by delegates saw this turned down. 

It looks like the next AGM will be held in the South Island, location to be advised. 

 

The ex National PRO did not turn up for his appeal, the delegates discussed the case and 
had his written appeal read out. It was decided by an overwhelming vote that the National 

Executive decision to remove him from his post stand. 

 

Thanks again to the club members that made the effort to attend on your behalf, I think 
they all got something out of the weekend and I hope will be keen to head South with me 

next year. 
 

Ralph Dobson - CCVC Delegate. 

 
  

  

(Continued from page 12) 
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Aka’s School Holiday Trip 
 

Four vehicles, four families, and a fine day for a school holidays grandchildren trip into the Akatarawas. The 

travelers were Charles Odlin, Ewan Clendon, Terry Asker and Terence Broad complete with chil-

dren/grandchildren. 

 

We met at Hayward's/Moonshine corner and covered generally easy tracks. Give way and pull to side for very 

big logging trucks. 

 

First off a side track including a slippery uphill run then winding round and up and round again.  

 

On one tight U bend the poor lock coupled with the drivers limited skills saw one Hilux Ute fall off the edge on-

to its tummy. Grandchildren scampered to safety out of the back windows. 

 

Confident recovery skills by Charles with winches, ropes, strops assisted by principal engineer Ewan sourcing 

strong trees as anchors at key geometric locations held by other trucks as ballast saw the ute gently elevated 

back onto the track and the driver able to safely flee the vehicle now on the flat. 

 

Tracks continued often through Regional Council forestry plantations. Great views out everywhere.  

 

Thanks for the rescue and interesting trip. 

 

Terence Broad 

Ute Driver 
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NOTICE OF SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
To be held Wednesday 11 June, during the Clubnight which starts at 7:30pm at the Petone 

Workingmens Club, Udy St, Petone. 
 

Business: 
1.  Vote on the CCVC Emergency Communications and Club Radio motion (see below). 

2.  Minutes of AGM 2007. 

3.  Minutes of AGM 2008. 
 

Motion to be put to members at the Special General Meeting: 
 

The Emergency Communications and Club Radio Sub Committee moves that: 
 

1. The club adopts a licensed E-Band communications system for its normal uses, replacing 
the A-Band and HF systems, on the basis that E-Band has the necessary equipment availa-

bility, improved inter-communication ability, greater flexibility for club use and best meets 
the club’s requirements. 

2. The club tasks the Emergency Communications and Club Radio sub-committee to devise 
and implement a transition plan, including carrying out a process to obtain favourable bulk 

pricing (with club committee endorsement) for members’ purchases. 
3. The implementation be a “big bang” approach, with the date to be set once a bulk pur-

chase arrangement is in place, and preferably prior to the 2008 Christmas holiday period. 

(Continued on page 16) 



Cross Country Chronicle Page 16 

4. The club continues to equip trips with EPIRB sets for use in situations where there is 
grave and imminent danger to life. 

 
Please note that this motion follows an extensive project by the club, which included full 

consultation with members. The findings were described at the March 2008 clubnight and 
discussion was invited, with members comments noted and taken into account. 

 
A brief summary of the project and findings will be given at the start of the Special General 

Meeting. This will include information on the specifications of the radios and indicative bulk 
pricing. 

 
Note on procedure: 

 
Due to an oversight, the notice of this Special General Meeting was not formally given in the 

May club magazine, although there was informal advice included. 

 
Our club rules (constitution) state that notice may be sent by email. The club committee is 

aware that a relatively small percentage of members has not registered an email address 
with the club, so an email notice will not go to all members.  

 
A show of hands at the April clubnight indicated that a majority of members agreed the no-

tice of this Special General Meeting could nonetheless be sent by email and would be con-
sidered valid. 

 
The minutes are included as a convenience, rather than waiting until the 2009 AGM. These 

are nothing to do with the radio motion. 
 

On behalf of the Club Committee 
Ralph Dobson 

Club Secretary 

(Continued from page 15) 

Can all club cup and trophy holders please arrange to 
get them back to Alan Donaldson either at the June 
club night or slightly thereafter - we need to get them 
engraved in time for presentation at the club awards 
evening in July. 
 
Alan can be contacted on 564 3045, 021 448 127 or 
newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 
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Message from Steve, our intrepid new 

members officer: 

 

If any members are after re-

placement vehicle stickers, I 

have a stock of white and 

clear ones to replace those 
scratched off by gorse and 

trees (or just too much 

washing or sunshine (well, 

we are in Wellington, aren’t 

we?)) - just ask me. 

The Brazilians 
  
How the day unfolded:  The instructions 

when we booked in for the Saturday 
17th May trip was to meet  at the Brook-

lyn wind turbine.   Paul was the trip 
leader and organizer, so a couple of us 

arrived around 9am a little earlier than 

the stipulated time of  9.30am in the 
club chronicle as it said we were head-

ing to the Akatarawa forest.    Going 
through the Akatarawa forest and the 

meeting point is in Brooklyn?    But in 
the book it also said the meeting point 

was at the Gisborne Railway Station. 

  

At 9.45am and no sign of Paul, we thought we better give him a call to check that we did 
have the meeting point right. He told us that we were in the right place, that he was just 

around the corner and the meeting time was now 10am (not as per the book   He finally 
turned up at 10.15 and informed us that he had forgotten to pick up the Rotarian that was 

organising the Brazilians - as he had pre-planned to do! By 10.45 The left behind Rotarian 
turned up and we got to start our day to the south coast.    

 

We ended up with 7 trucks, just enough to seat our 15 Brazilian and rotarian guests.    A 

trip they will never forget. Some of them live 600 km in land and they knew very little 

about.   Seals and  the Paua shells these were real treats, things we just take for granted! 

 

Our first stop was at the Ostriches then onto the big golf ball for photos, views and Paul’s 
commentary. A tiki tour around the long gully station until we came to a stop - A 12 pointer 

stag! What a sight -cameras came from every where.   

 

Down to the beach and around the coast we went until we found a sheltered place for lunch.   
After lunch, we headed off to tongue point to see the seals. Cameras out again! That was 

followed by a play in the mud at the training area. After we finished a local turned up in his 
Land Ranger with street tyres and got stuck. He could not go back or forward so Jeff hooked 

up a strop and on the first pull nearly pulled the bull bar off! It had to be a mighty NISSAN 
that hauled him out on the winch.   

 

From the training area it was a short drive up the creek, then up the hill onto the flat pad-

(Continued on page 18) 
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docks above, to look at the views of the south island and the ships going back and forth. Af-
ter a while we headed back down and along the creek to the beach. I thought I would hit 

the deeper water in the creek to clean all the mud off from under the truck. All was fine but 
Rick thought he would do the same, the problem being Rick’s Long wheelbase cruiser is so 

weighed down with radio aerials he got stuck in the middle of the deep water!   Again it was 
a mighty NISSAN that had to come to the rescue and pull him out of   that  water and soft 

wet sand.   

 

Now it was back to Barry’s bach to set up a BBQ  tea. A few of us started to set things up.   
Paul being the organiser knew all about what was needed for a BBQ- meat, salad ,dry wood.   

But there was no BBQ tools, no oil for the hot plate or bowls for the salads!! 

    

So Paul saw it was time for him to do the great disappearing act, he took our Brazilian 
guests down to show them Red Rocks.   In the meantime some of us sorted out the cooking 

problems. I used my axe to scrap off the hot plate. I then thought if we cook the sausages 
first because a lot of fat comes out of  sausages. Not this time the sausages were good 

quality – bugger - very little fat came out of them.   Then it was onto meat patties and the 

steaks. Some of the Rotarian ladies made up the salads. Old ice cream containers that had 
doubled as lunch boxes become salad bowls for dinner! All hands on deck and we got the 

dinner sorted! 

 

Paul arrived back just in time to help serve up dinner. We all sat back had a good feed and 
admired the  awesome sun set over the South Island!   After we cleaned up it was a trip 

back up long gully in the dark and home.   

 

The end of a great day on the south coast!   One of the highlights of this trip was being re-
minded by our guests what a great wilderness we have and it is only minutes from the cen-

ter of New Zealand’s Capital City.   Most of us just take it for granted. 

 

Paul - You are becoming a legend with your organising skills.   
 

Noel    K249 

(Continued from page 17) 

Isn’t it good to see that even if our trip 

leaders have knobbly knees, that they 

still wear a tie when out in front of a 

trip! 
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Welfare 
 
John Parfitt is going through quite a bad patch at the moment. He says that he'll require 

further tests. Poor chap. We wish him all the very best for those and hope that he gets a 
good outcome. You may also like to tell the Club members that John Parfitt was thrilled to 

receive a box of goodies when he was in hospital recently. 
 

At the weekend Marcel had his heart arrhythmia corrected at Wellington Hospital. He's 

home and well now. 
 

David Coxon didn't make it to the last club meeting because he has shingles in his eye and 
spent 3 days in Hutt Hospital. Shingles is very painful and serious in an eye. David is cur-

rently off driving so that'll make life difficult. 
 

Len Priddle's wife has gone to hospital. Paul believes it's a partial stroke. 

YOUR input is required - We have a 

new committee with a few new ideas, 
and are looking for direction on a few 

things: 
 

 
1.  Are you interested in our club setting up a member exchange with the South African 4x4 

club (mentioned previously at meetings and in the magazine)? How do you think this could 
work, and do you think it is an idea worth us putting some time into? 

  
2.  Do you still want a club Christmas function? What sort of function and does a free or low 

cost option appeal? What about overnight accommodation? Whereabouts would you like it 
to be held? 

  

3.  We should be recognising the members that keep our club going, and those that run 
trips for all members - we've been thinking about funding a recognition dinner. Remember 

all the committee and sub-committee members incur travel costs associated with meetings 
plus trip leaders use lots of fuel (recce plus the actual trip) often in areas that they have lit-

tle personal interest in but do so to support others in the club. Any ideas? 
 

These points will be discussed at the June club night, so come along and have 
your say, you won’t regret it. If you can’t make it, then talk to any committee 

member or drop them an email, the email addresses on on page 4.  
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Notes from the last committee meeting: 

 
1. Subs invoices - these should be in the post this month with payment due by the end of 

July (or you run the risk of loosing your membership). 
2. Trailer - this is about to be taken off the road for refurbishment including galvanizing 

and painting. 
3. 60k committee - Terrance Broad will take over from Grant Purdie as Project Manager as 

he has the time and expertise (thanks for all the time you’ve put in Grant!) 
4. Budget - the proposed budget was tabled by Phil, discussed and some additions re-

quested. Phil / David will update it and forward for approval. 
5. Didymo - information on this is now available on the memberzone. 

6. First Aid - we are due for a training refresher, the club safety officer is investigating our 
options. 

7. Carbon Neutrality - possibilities being looked into, we could be the first club in the 
country to be carbon neutral! 

8. Club clothing - new options are being investigated. 

9. Sister Club - still being looked into, a discussion on this will be raised at the June club 
night. 

An Irishman was terribly overweight, so his doctor put him on a diet. 'I want you to 

eat regularly for 2 days, then skip a day, and repeat this procedure for 2 weeks. The 

next time I see you, you should have lost at least 5 pounds. When the Irishman re-

turned, he shocked the doctor by having lost nearly 60lbs! 'Why, that's amazing!' the 

doctor said, 'Did you follow my instructions? The Irishman nodded...'I'll tell you 

though, by jaesuz, I t'aut I were going to drop dead on dat 3rd day 'From the hun-

ger, you mean?' asked the doctor. 'No, from the flamin' skippin' 

 

I was walking past a mental hospital and they were all shouting "Thirteen Thirteen" 
so I peeked through a hole in the fence to see what they were doing. Some twat then 
poked me furiously in the eye with a stick and they all then started shouting 
"Fourteen Fourteen" !!! 
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A MESSAGE TO ALL NEW ZEALANDERS 

 

With regard to Labour's "administration" of the economy and to Cullen's tax cuts in 

particular ........ 

 

If we spend that money at The Warehouse, the money will go to China. 

If we spend it on fuel it will go to the Arabs; if we purchase a computer it will go to 

Taiwan; if we buy a camera it will go to Japan; if you fancy a Plasma TV it will end up 

in Korea; a cellphone helps Finland and Korea and if you spend it on furniture it will go 

to Malaysia. 

If we purchase fruit and vegetables it will go to Mexico, Honduras, Peru, Thailand and 

Guatemala and Australia. 

If we purchase a good car it will go to Japan, 

If we purchase useless crap it will all go to China and none of it will help the N.Z. 

economy. 

The only way to keep that money here at home is to spend it on prostitutes, beer, ma-

rijuana and P since these are the only products still produced in our dear country - or 

put it in the bank. 

 

Thank you for your help. 

 

One Concerned Citizen. 
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2008 Reporters Award 

 

Time has come to start the voting process to select the next worthy recipient of the CCVC Reporters Award - 

you will recall that last year was the first time we’ve had this award and I (the donor) chose who was to re-

ceive it. But the plan was always to get the readers to vote based on trip reports that appeared in the news-

letter between the last trophy night (August 2007) and the next (July 2008). So I have listed the published 

reports below. 

 

There are two ways to vote: 

 

1. Circle the report you wish to vote for on this page (or a copy of it) and send it to me at the club PO Box 

2. Email me your vote to newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

 

Remember all reports from September 2007 to June 2008 are eligible. 

 

September 2007 
CCVC Tramping Club—Roger Higgison 

South Coast Meander—David Coxon 

October 2007 
South Coast TagAlong—David Coxon 

While all others are working—Graeme Millard 

Keep New Zealand beautifu—??? 

Stonehenge Aotearoa-K182 

November 2007 
An Astronomical Delight—Peter K228 

Makara—Mike Stephens 

Bookings Required—John Parfitt 

Akatarawa Adventurer Trip—Stewart & Jane Burrell 

December 2007 
Interclub Competition—Roger Seymour 

Pohangina River & Takapari Rd—Craig 

February 2008 
Scout Fundraiser—David Coxon 

New Years Day—Liz Jones (Mercer) 

Week Before Christmas (poem) - Marcel 

Greg Got Through the Bog Hole—Brendon Millard 

Mystery Tour of Wellington—Graeme Millard 

Three Wheel Driving—Simon Parker 

The Taranaki Recee trip—??? 

March 2008 
Odlins Track plus side tracks—Mike & Sarah Stephens 

April 2008 
Paris Hilton in the Akatarawas—John Parfitt 

Mahia Hunt—David Coxon 

May 2008 
Rotorangi Revisited—David Sole 

We will find some mud in the Akatarawas—Brendon Millard 

Levin Farms—David Sole 

June 2008 
McKenzie trail on Good Friday—Graeme Millard 

Aka’s School Holiday Trip—Terrance Broad 

The Brazilians—Noel Cook 
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Tripsheet Eight 
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Tripsheet Seven 
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Tripsheet Six 
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Tripsheet Five 



Cross Country Chronicle Page 28 

Tripsheet Four 
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Tripsheet Three 
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Tripsheet Two 
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Tripsheet One 
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Family Shiny:  
Description:  Family trip. These trips will be straightforward and will usually include some degree of 

guidance in driving techniques as necessary.  
Drivers:  Particularly suited to family outings and drivers new to off-road driving, this category is 
also open to anybody who enjoys this style of trip.  

Members:  Anybody is welcome, especially prospective new members. 
Vehicles:  An important objective is minimal challenge and minimal risk to vehicles. Club safety 

equipment is mandatory for club members; it is not mandatory for non-members although it is 
recommended for vehicles once their drivers have participated in one or two trips. All open or soft-
top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 

 

Shiny 4x4:  

Description:  More difficult family trips, for shiny wagons and drivers with some experience who 
want more challenge and don’t mind minor bush marks etc on their vehicles.  

Drivers:  Must have some experience, preferably from the driver training provided by the club. 
Particularly important are experience in stropping, failed hill climbs, steep descents and sidlings. 
Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if they 

can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 
experience. 

Vehicles:  Vehicles must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the club’s 
document “Vehicle & Equipment Inspections”. This applies to all vehicles on the trip. All open or soft
-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 

 

Club 4x4:  

Description:  Challenging trips, for experienced drivers. There will be steep and challenging terrain, 
modestly deep water and mud, likelihood of bush marks. 
Drivers:  Must have experience beyond that required for Shiny 4x4 trips, including water crossings 

and vehicle recovery. 
Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if they 

can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 
experience. 

Vehicles:  Must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the club’s document 
“Vehicle & Equipment Inspections”. This applies to all vehicles on the trip. Accessories such as high-
lift jacks, externally mounted spare tyre, bush bars and multiple jacking points are of advantage. 

Winches are often particularly useful. Generally a short wheelbase vehicle is better suited for the 
tight tracks. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 

 

Hard Yakka:  
Description:  Difficult trips with very challenging terrain and surfaces, where winching, digging, and 

vehicle damage are all a possibility! 
Drivers:  Experienced drivers only. 

Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if they 
can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 
experience. 

Vehicles:  As per the Club 4x4 category. In addition, a roll-bar or roll-cage is recommended for all 
vehicles on Hard Yakka trips. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. Often a 

winch is mandatory on a Hard Yakka trip; this will be specified on the Trip Information Sheet.  
 

 
It should also be noted that if a trip does not have a Trip Information Sheet in the Chroni-
cle or it doesn’t appear on the CCVC website, then it may not be an official club trip and 

the club insurance policy may not apply. 
 

It should also be noted that trips that do not include an element of four wheel driving 
(e.g. the recent GPS trips around Wellington) do not count towards the required number 
of trips a perspective member must undertake before joining the club. 

Trip Categories 
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More Trip Details 

Skills & Experience Pre-Requisites: 
 
 

Family Shiny 

All Participants    No pre-requisites 

 

Shiny 4x4 

Non Members     Cannot participate 

Members     CCVC Driver Training and participated in at least 2 Family Shiny   

      trips after becoming a member.  

Members of other 4WD Club Visitors are welcome if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are 

      members of another 4WD club and have adequate experience. 

 

Club 4x4 

Non Members     Cannot participate 

Members     CCVC Driver Training and participated in at least 2 Shiny 4x4 trips after  

      becoming a member.  

Members of other 4WD Club Visitors are welcome if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are 

      members of another 4WD club and have adequate experience. 

 

Hard Yakka 

Non Members     Cannot participate 

Members     CCVC Driver Training and participated in at least 3 Club 4x4 trips after  

      becoming a member.  

Members of other 4WD Club Visitors are welcome if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are 

      members of another 4WD club and have adequate experience. 

 

 

Cancellation Service. 
 
 

We have a cancellation service for trips. What! Cancel a trip! It hardly ever happens, in reality sometimes the 

conditions are just too unpleasant or factors beyond our control that take out the property or the organisers. 

 

So we have registered with Newstalk ZB (1035 AM, and used to be known as 2ZB) who will broadcast any 

cancellations on the hour every hour from 6:00am. We will endeavour to show on the Trip Information Sheet 

which times to listen. 

 

 

Trip Departure Times. 
 
 

To avoid people arriving at the last minute for a trip, missing the drivers briefing, delaying the trip and gener-

ally causing confusion, we’d like to clarify the meaning of the times shown on the Trip Information Sheets. 

 

Meeting Date & Time:   The time you are requested to be at the trip meeting point, to give you a 

      chance to get into position, let your tyres down, and to give the Trip  

      Leader time to collect your details before the Drivers Briefing. 

 

Drivers Briefing Date & Time: The time that the Trip Leader will explain the trip to drivers, including any 

      special instructions, safety briefing and points of interest. 

 

Departure Date & Time:  The time that the trip will actually drive away. 
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Repairs and maintenance of all 
off road vehicles. 

Modifications a speciality. 

 

CCVC safety inspections 

www.wgtn4wd.co.nz 

Contact Carl at 

 

Wellington 4WD Specialists Ltd 
26 Hawkins Street 

Lower Hutt 

 
 

Phone (04) 976 5325, Fax (04) 976 5313 
or 027 201 2529 
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